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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Introduction 

Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each 
February. Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee 
(comprised of Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range 
of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. The scoring 
contractor uses these papers to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing 
responses. Each anchor set (scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to 
explain why it was assigned a particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common 
understanding of the scoring criteria. A skilled scoring director and team leaders are responsible 
for training, assisting, and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring 
process. All scoring is monitored by Florida Department of Education staff. 

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, 
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are 
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and 
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp. 

Structure of Anchor Sets 
The released 2009 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2009 writing assessment. Personal information has 
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. Where appropriate, papers 
posing potential issues for public release, such as legibility or sensitive content, have been 
removed. In some cases, responses from Qualifying Set 1 (examination materials required for 
potential scorers) are substituted to provide examples of additional training materials. An 
asterisk (*) is used in the heading to indicate that the previous anchor paper was removed 
or that the qualifying paper is a substitution. 

Grade 8: Writing to Explain (Expository) 
The Grade 8 expository prompt directed the student to think about a place he or she would like to 
go on a field trip and explain why he or she would like to go on a field trip to this place.  

NOTE ABOUT TEXT READERS: The alternate text provides an exact representation of the student’s response, 
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Anchor Paper 1-A 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 1-B 

Score Point: 1 

This response addresses the topic by naming the USE Fair as the “favorite atraction Parc” and 
lists bare reasons: “is very funni . . . it’s big, and my friends . . . are goon to the us Fair . . . I Like 
use Fair. I Love use Fair.” Little organizational pattern or development of support is apparent in 
this brief response, and parts are incoherent with gross errors in sentence structure. Frequent and 
blatant errors also occur in the basic conventions of mechanics.   
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 2-B 

Score Point: 1 

In this minimal response, the writer attempts to focus on the topic by naming the Tampa Bay 
football field as a field trip destination. The writer attempts to support this location by giving two 
bits of loosely related information: “I seen Tampa baseball field” and “my brother was looking 
around . . . and said he was at Tampa Bay football field.” There is little if any development of 
support or an organizational pattern. Word choice is limited, and errors occur in sentence 
structure and usage.  
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Anchor Paper 3-B 

Score Point: 1 

This response only minimally addresses the topic: “I would like to go to island of aveter on a 
flide trip because it is Fun.” This reason is repeated along with “I never been their befor.” Little 
development of support or organization is apparent, although the writer includes a final 
statement: “So that way I think we sould go . . .” Errors occur in basic conventions of mechanics 
and usage, and some commonly used words are misspelled.   
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Anchor Paper 5-B 

Score Point: 2 

This response relates to the topic by naming the library as a place to go on a field trip.  Support is 
inadequate, but the writer cites two reasons in the opening paragraph: “it is a good place to larne 
stuff about on the computer” and “you could read Books and get Better at reading.” The writer 
adds another reason: “to check out stuff like commic Books” and briefly explains “so I could 
larne how to draw more and larne how to read the hard words.” In an attempt to organize, the 
writer adds a concluding statement: “I will Love for all my class mates to go . . .” Errors occur in 
the basic conventions of mechanics and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 6-B 

Score Point: 2 

This response focuses on the topic: “If I was able to go any where on afield trip I would go to six 
flags.” An attempt at organization is made by including a beginning, middle, and end, but 
development of support is inadequate. The writer cites two reasons for this choice: “I have never 
been there. Also so I could ride the rides.” Each of these reasons is briefly extended but with 
repetition: “would be fun” and “People say they are fun.” The writer repeats these reasons in the 
conclusion but also adds a comparison: “this Place is Probably way better than bush gardens and 
the rest of the Places like that.” Most words are spelled correctly, but there is little variation in 
sentence structure, and errors occur in the basic conventions of mechanics.  
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Qualifying Paper 8-B 

Score Point: 3 

The writing focuses on the topic: “The place that I want to go to for a field trip is Lion Country 
Safari. The reason why I want to go there is because you get to see all kinds of different 
animals.” The paper is organized around what people do while there: “The first thing . . . you can 
rent a van there or use your car and you see all these animals . . . Another thing is when that's 
over you can go to a barn there and feed the goats and Llamas.” Development of support is 
erratic, but word choice is adequate: “monkey's acting really funny by sticking their tongue at 
you or showing you their behind” and “The coolest part about the trip . . . is when you feed the 
Giraffes . . . it feels weird but cool at the same time.” There is little variation in sentence 
structure, but knowledge of the conventions of mechanics and usage is usually demonstrated.  
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Anchor Paper 8-B 

Score Point: 3 

The writing focuses on the topic of the aquarium as the choice for a field trip and is organized 
around two reasons for this choice: “because it fun, but also educational.” Development of 
support is erratic with only extensions of the ideas: “sounds like fun because you can observe 
fish and some mammals like dolphins. Also you might get to swim with the fish or possibly feed 
them. Which sounds like a once and a life time oppritunity and very enjoyable!” Word choice is 
adequate: “sharks have many rows of teeth,” “skeleton is made of cartilage,” and “tour guide.” 
There is little variation in sentence structure and some errors occur, but most commonly used 
words are spelled correctly.   
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 9-B 

Score Point: 3 

This response focuses on a skate park as the site for a field trip and is organized around the idea 
of fun. Development of support is erratic: “it’s fun, your outside, runin around . . . Theres ramps, 
kickers, halfpipes, Quarterpipes and if you have a board and like skating it’s paradise.” Word 
choice is adequate: “everyones different,” “can ride a bike or inline,” and “watch skate videos.” 
There is some variation in sentence structure, and the response generally follows the conventions 
of mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 10-B 

Score Point: 4 

The response focuses on camp and is organized around three reasons: “it would teach us about 
nature. It would teach us that you can’t rely on electronics to survive, And it would teach us to 
work together.” Although the support for the first and last reasons is listy,  support is adequate 
and elaborated for the middle reason: “we could learn not to rely on electronics. For instance, 
what if someone got lost and couldn’t find their way back.  They would call someone on their 
cell phone, but what if the battery was dead. They would have to find their way back by compass 
(which they learned how to use a day earlier). And how to eat food such as honey . . .” Word 
choice is specific: “How animals gather their food, eat it, hunt for prey;” “music around the fire;” 
and “gather and prepare food.” There is some variation in sentence structure, and most sentences 
are complete. The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.  
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Anchor Paper 11-B 
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Anchor Paper 11-C 

Score Point: 4 

The writing focuses on “rapids water park” as the choice for a field trip and the response is 
organized around three reasons: “it is fun, They have alot of big water slides, and they have a 
wave pool.” Development of support is even and adequate: “a lot of rides. My favorite ride is big 
thunder because at first you you just float in your tube, then you start to turn, then all of a sudden 
you go through a 40 foot drop. After that you get throwen in a huge funnel and you go up and 
down untill you get to the bottom.” Word choice is adequate: “wave pool” and “no limit.” There 
is some variation in sentence structure, and the paper generally follows the conventions of 
mechanics, usage, and spelling.  
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Anchor Paper 12-A 
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Anchor Paper 12-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12-C 

Score Point: 4 

The response focuses on the topic and selects “Islands of Adventure” as the field trip site because 
“it is a very fun place to go to, great for all ages, and because it is one of the most popular theme 
parks in the world.” The response is organized around these three reasons, and the support is 
adequate, citing an example in the first paragraph, “I remember back when I was eight, I went 
there. I had so much fun . . . Now that I am six years older, then I can probably be able to enter 
through all of them.” The paper exhibits a sense of completeness. Word choice is adequate: “this 
park focusis on good rides not beautiful sights” and “good for little kids.” There is some 
variation in sentence structure, and few errors occur in basic mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 13-A 
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Anchor Paper 13-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13-C 

Score Point: 5 

This writer focuses on Washington D.C. The response is organized around two reasons for 
selecting this field trip site: “Washington D.C. is a place of sights . . . and a place of learning.” 
Development of support is ample as the writer cites specific examples: “I’ve always wanted to 
see the [Jefferson Memorial], the Lincoln Memorial, and the Declaration of Independence that is 
housed in Washington D.C. . . . I picture in the back of my mind of walking through the Library 
of Congress . . . and taking a look at the Lincoln Memorial.” The response conveys a sense of 
wholeness and exhibits a mature command of language: “vast myriad of sights, parks, and 
memorials;” “why not let them see it for themselves;” “symbols of history;” “on every corner of 
our capitol;” and “the ‘City of Knowledge.’” The writing includes varied sentence structure, and 
the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling are followed.  
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Anchor Paper 14-A 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14-C 

Score Point: 5 

The writer focuses on the topic: “I’m tired of going to the zoo and to those other boring field 
trips. I say we go to a N.F.L. football game. I know you are probably thinking right now that you 
can’t learn anything educational at a football game, but your wrong! Football teaches team work, 
confidence, and to never give up. You learn all these trait while having fun.” The response is 
organized around these reasons and the support is ample as the writer compares traits learned to 
life situations: “never give up and have confidence . . . This trait can be used when we grow up. 
We are always going to have a downfall in life.” Ideas progress and the response has a sense of 
completeness. The writing demonstrates a mature command of language that includes precise 
word choice: “win as a team and loose as a team,” “not a one man sport like tennis and golf,” and 
“great hits by the running back.” There is variation in sentence structure, and the writing 
generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.  
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Anchor Paper 15-A 
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Anchor Paper 15-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15-C 

Score Point: 5 

This writing focuses on Universal Studios as the choice for a field trip site and explains this 
preference by describing two aspects: “enjoyable time” and “the resturants.” The response is 
organized in this way and has a sense of completeness. Development of support is ample, and 
word choice is mature and precise: “enjoyable time because of the variety of attraction. There are 
rides for all ages from newborn baby to an ancient elderly citizen.” The writer enhances the 
support by using anecdotes: “I remember . . . the Hulk. I was about eleven when I first visited the 
park” and “I remember once about a couple months ago when . . .” Sentence structure is varied, 
and the paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 16-A 
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Anchor Paper 16-B 

Florida Department of Education FCAT 2009
 36 



2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16-C 

Score Point: 6 

The writing focuses on a field trip to [Challis, Idaho], and develops substantial support by 
describing three reasons: “wonderful fishing, beutiful scenery, and great athletics.” The writing 
conveys a sense of wholeness, as ideas progress logically with relevant and specific support: 
“First to start it all off how about a relaxing fishing trip in the great Salmon River. What you 
don’t have any fishing gear!! Don’t worry about it there are many tackle shops around the  
area . . . So your not so much into fishing That’s ok  We also have beutiful Scenery in [Challis, 
Idaho] . . . May be your more of the sporty kind of person. We also have great sports teams and 
wonderful coaches.” The writing demonstrates a mature command of language and an 
involvement with the subject. Ideas are presented clearly, and few convention errors occur in 
mechanics, usage, and punctuation. 
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Anchor Paper 17-A 
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Anchor Paper 17-B 
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Anchor Paper 17-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response focuses on the writer’s preference of "Columbia" as “the perfect place” for a field 
trip. After introducing the topic with a classroom scenario: “[Mrs. Andopolis] hitting that big old 
metric ruler against our old, dirty, scribbled on wooden desks,” the writer previews the 
organization and substantial support by stating three reasons for wanting to go: “to climb the 
mountains, learn more about their culture, and to have an experience to see all the beautiful 
scenery.” The response demonstrates a commitment to and an involvement with the subject: “My 
dad which is Columbian is always telling me wonderful stories . . . my [Uncle Nick] is always 
showing me the beautiful rainfalls and mountains they have through the pictures he shows me.” 
Ideas progress logically, and the response has a sense of wholeness as the writer describes 
emotional reactions throughout: “when you reach the top of a mountain and just look around. 
Then think to yourself ‘Wow!’ . . . ‘look how beautiful this is’ . . . I think tears would come to 
eyes . . . where have I been all these years.” Sentence structure is varied, and the paper follows 
the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 18-A 

   Florida Department of Education FCAT 2009
41



2009 FCAT Writing Grade 8 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 18-B 
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Anchor Paper 18-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response is focused on the topic and selects Fenway: “If I can take a trip anywhere, why not 
to the place where curses have been created and destroyed, where Rivalries start, and where 
every baseball fan dreams of going.” The writing is purposeful, committed to the topic, and 
reflects insight into the writing situation. The organizational pattern provides a logical 
progression of ideas, and the support is substantial and illustrative as the writer describes the 
Green Monster: “One thing that no other stadium has, is a monstrous 130 foot wall, that players 
dream of hitting over. When you enter Fenway for the first time it’s like when a baby’s born and 
it comes into a new world, because that’s what Fenway is. Fenway is over 100 years old, let 
alone the Green Monster.” The writing demonstrates a mature command of language with 
precise word choice: “where legends have played,” “bench clearing fights,” “might miss 
something historic,” and “what he was wearing . . . his whole front was painted the two red Sox 
colors red and white, making him look like a Christmas tree that gone bad.” Sentence structure is 
varied, and the paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.  
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