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Introduction 
Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each 
year. Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee 
(comprised of Florida ed
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relevant, logical, and plausible support, rather than contrived statistical claims or 
unsubstantiated generalities. 

Structure of the Anchor Sets  
The released 2012 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2012 writing assessment. Personal 
information has been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. For 
spring 2012, only one type of prompt per grade was administered for FCAT Writing; thus, 
for each tested grade, one Anchor Set was used.  

Description of the Prompt for Grade 10: Writing to Persuade (Persuasive)  
The grade 10 persuasive prompt directed the student to convince business leaders whether 
students should have a part-time job sometime during high school. 
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Anchor Paper 1 (page 1 of 1)  Score Point 1 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point 1 
 

• The student attempts to focus on the idea that students should have a part-time 
job sometime during high school, but some of the information is list-like (they are 
goint to have the neccasary experience that some job want you to have and also 
makes a lot of teenagers more responsible). 

 
• Although a minimal attempt to organize is suggested by the brief introduction, 

followed by a body paragraph that includes a one-sentence conclusion, the 
insufficient amount of writing does not provide evidence of effective organization. 

 
• Development of support consists of bare statements with an extended idea (they 

can get whatever they want or need like for example like buying a car to go to 
school). Word choice is limited and vague. 
 

• The response consists of run-on sentences along with frequent errors in 
mechanics, usage, and punctuation. 
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Anchor Paper 2 (page 1 of 2)  Score Point 1 
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Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point 1 
 

 

 

 

 

• The writing in this response addresses the topic with a position in favor of part-
time jobs in high school (I think some should have a part time job). The attempt to 
show both the pros and the cons of a part-time job in high school is ineffective, 
which weakens the focus. 

• A basic organizational plan is present, with a brief introduction, a general listing 
of pros and cons, and a simple conclusion. 

• Development is limited and consists of generalizations (some parents want there 
kid’s to work wow in high school so they can do for thereself Besides depending on 
their parents to do for them). 

• Blatant errors in basic conventions are present. Some commonly used words are 
misspelled (wow [while], fouce [focus], fell [fail]). 
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Anchor Paper 3 (page 1 of 2)  Score Point 1 
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Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 1 
 

 

 

 

 

• This response addresses the topic, favoring a part-time job during high school.  

• An organizational pattern is attempted with a simple introduction, three brief body 
paragraphs, and a one-sentence conclusion. Basic transitional devices introduce 
the bare ideas contained in each brief paragraph. 

• Support consists mostly of repetitions of the prompt followed by bare statements 
(another reason students should have part-time jobs during highschool is because 
they need the experience for when they get a real job later in life). The third body 
paragraph contains a brief attempt at an extended idea (its good to make money for 
yourself. When you get older you will know what its like to manage your own money). 

• Errors occur in punctuation, usage, and capitalization. 
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Anchor Paper 4 (page 1 of 2)  Score Point 2 
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Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 2 
 

 

 

 

 

• The student addresses the topic with a position favoring part-time jobs during 
high school. 

• The organizational pattern includes a brief introduction, two body paragraphs, 
and a summarizing sentence, along with some transitional devices that help tie 
one idea to the next. 

• Development of support includes repetitive information with some extended 
ideas (Another reason would be the students wouldn’t get into much trouble. While 
at work they can’t get into much trouble because, they have to focus on their job. In 
stead of causing trouble around the house, the children would be at work). 

• Some errors occur in the basic conventions of usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 5 (page 1 of 2)  Score Point 2 
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Anchor Paper 5 (page 2 of 2)  Score Point 2 

Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 2 
 

• The writing in this response addresses the topic with a position in favor of part-
time jobs in high school (Every High school student deserves a Chance to have a 
part-time Job). 

 

 

 

 

• The formulaic organizational plan includes an introduction and conclusion that 
preview and repeat the supporting ideas respectively. Each body paragraph 
begins with a basic transitional device (First, Next, Last). 

• Development of support includes some generalities (they can be well prepared for 
when they graduate from high school. The Job experience is really important 
because thats what alot of Jobs look for). Support also includes extended ideas (I 
think a Job can Help them get what they want. If u have a Job you that way you Dont 
need to ask anybody for money. No body can stop you for buying what you want 
Because you worked for it).  

• Errors occur in the basic conventions of sentence structure, mechanics, usage, and 
punctuation. 
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Anchor Paper 6 (page 2 of 3)  Score Point 2 
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Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 2 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• The writing in this response is focused on the topic, including a position in favor of 
part-time jobs in high school (Students should have a partime job sometime during 
high school). 

• A predictable organizational plan is demonstrated with an introduction that 
previews supporting ideas, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion that reviews 
supporting ideas. 

• Support in this response is erratic, consisting of generalizations in the first body 
paragraph, followed by slightly stronger development in the second and third body 
paragraphs (Also students should get a partime job to let them know what life might 
be like after high school. They have to know that their parent arent going to be their 
all of the time. The job will tell them this is what I’m going to have to do to survive or 
to keep my family living). 

• Errors in basic conventions detract from overall understanding (Also It will give 
them some Independentness in their character by doing something on their own, and 
receving a pay for it; Also Clothes and shoes parent have to pay bills and car 
payment’s). 
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Anchor Paper 7 (page 1 of 2)  Score Point 3 
 

 
 

 

14 



Grade 10 FCAT Writing Persuasive Anchor Set 2012 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 7 (page 2 of 2)  Score Point 3 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 7 
Score Point 3 
 

• The writing in this response is focused on the topic, establishing a position 
opposed to part-time jobs in high school (So I don’t believe all students should 
have a job sometime during high school). 

 

 

 

 

• An organizational pattern is demonstrated with basic transitional devices used 
(First, Second, Last, So). 

• Development is uneven. The first body paragraph presents a developed idea 
(When on a team you have responsibilities and goals you have to meet. Like going 
to practice and meetings and also showing up ready for anything to come your 
way). The second body paragraph provides general support (So you have to focus 
on your work so you are able to get good grades. Without good grades you’ll get 
nowhere in life).  

• Some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. Errors occur in the 
conventions of punctuation and usage.  
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Anchor Paper 8 (page 1 of 3)  Score Point 3 
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Anchor Paper 8 (page 2 of 3)  Score Point 3 
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Anchor Paper 8 
Score Point 3 
 

 

 

 

 

• The writing in this response is focused on the topic, establishing a position 
opposed to part-time jobs in high school (Some business leaders think every 
student should have a part-time job sometime during high school, but is that really 
the best idea? Most students with a part-time job have problems in school. They 
miss out on school activites, stay out later, and they stop doing there school work). 
The introduction, however, relies on the reader’s familiarity with the prompt, 
leaving readers to infer the actual topic. 

• An organizational pattern is attempted, with an introduction, three body 
paragraphs, and a conclusion. Ideas within the paragraphs, however, do not 
always progress logically (Everyone knows practice makes perfict. A student with a 
job would ever go to any games). 

• Development of support is uneven, with extended ideas in the first body 
paragraph and more specific information in the second and third body 
paragraphs. In the second body paragraph, development concerns the 
consequences of students working late (students usualy have to close. Which 
means they dont get home until after 10 o’clock. It will also cause them to sleep in 
class). The third body paragraph, though developed, contains some repetition of 
ideas. 

• Errors in usage (A student with a job would ever go to any games), spelling, and 
punctuation occur. 
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Anchor Paper 9 (page 1 of 3)  Score Point 3 
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Anchor Paper 9 (page 2 of 3)  Score Point 3 
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Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 3 
 

 

 

 

 

• The writing in this response is focused on the topic. The student states opposition 
to students having part-time jobs while in high school (I believe it is not important 
to have a part-time job during high school). 

• The response is organized in letter format (Dear business leaders; Sincerely, 
[Jessica P.]) and includes an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a 
conclusion. Some of the supporting ideas don’t progress logically (Students 
constantly stay after school to go to this meeting or help out with that event. Not to 
mention, most clubs and teams also get together on the weekends. There is just not 
enough time in a day for high school students to handle school and a job). 

• Development of support is mostly even across all supporting ideas, but there are 
places where the support becomes general or list-like (Many students have 
younger siblings to take care of. Students are responsible for helping out with dinner 
or doing chores. Students don’t only have to concentrate on school, but also their life 
at home). The student misses some opportunities to flesh out the development in 
each paragraph. 

• Some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated, and conventions are 
generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 10 (page 1 of 3)  Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 10 (page 2 of 3)  Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 4 
 

 

 

 

• This student takes a stance in favor of students having part-time jobs in high school 
(Having a part-time job in high school is a great way to make things easier for you). 
This focus is maintained throughout the paper. 

• The organizational pattern is apparent, strengthened by a detailed introduction, 
and a conclusion that maintains the persuasive tone set forth in the introduction. 

• Development of support is consistent, though sometimes lacking in specificity (The 
experience that we’ll recive will look great on ressumes. When you go out and apply 
for a job they always want to know if you’ve had any experience. It can also help by 
when you’re looking to get a job you would be able to say that you have references). 
Some good word choice enhances the support (hottest gear, go bankrupt, on the 
market, accesories to match). 

 
• Some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. Though a few errors are 

present, the response generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, 
punctuation, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 11 
Score Point 4 
 

 

 

 

 

• This student takes a stance by showing the reader, in the introduction, why it is 
important that students should not have a part-time job sometime during high 
school (I totally disagree. Not because most kids are lazy, it’s because they’re still 
kids). 

• An organizational pattern is apparent, with an introduction, body paragraphs, 
and a conclusion that maintain the persuasive tone of the response. Ideas 
progress within the body of the response and in the convincing conclusion (They 
don’t need to be treated like adults yet and get worked to death every day. They 
need to experience being a teenager. You’re only young once). 

• Support is consistently developed across the response, although it is less specific 
in the second body paragraph (Kids need to experience life first. Experiment with 
different things. Yeah they need money to do those kind of things but they can 
always get money from doing little jobs for different people). 

• Variation in sentence structure is demonstrated, and though some errors occur, 
the response generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, 
and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 12 (page 1 of 3)  Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 12 (page 2 of 3)  Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 4 
 

• The student focuses the writing on the topic, establishing a position in favor of 
students having a part-time job in high school. 

 

 

 

• An organizational pattern is apparent and is strengthened by the use of 
transitional devices between and within paragraphs (Once embarked in college, 
Now that youve worked your way, Most overlook, While). The support is 
consistently developed but has tighter control in the first half of the response 
(Students fresh out of high school need the upper hand since that six-fifty per hour 
that paid for movie tickets and a dent in the car insurance can no longer support 
their new lifestyle). The final body paragraph and conclusion contain some 
awkward constructions that render the writing less than controlled in these 
sections (Now that youve worked your way from lowest of low positions in high 
school, a higher pay will now be able to support rent and a few minimal necessities). 
Specific word choice, especially in the first half of the response (stress 
management, coffee runs, paper or plastic), enhances the writing. 

• Sentence structure is sometimes varied, and although a few errors are present, 
conventions are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 13 (page 1 of 3)  Score Point 5 
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32 



Grade 10 FCAT Writing Persuasive Anchor Set 2012 
 

 

 
 

Anchor Paper 13 (page 3 of 3)  Score Point 5 

Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 5 
 

 

 

 

 

• The student focuses the writing on the topic, establishing a position in favor of 
students having part-time jobs in high school. 

• Ideas progress logically from the introduction through the body (Not only, can a 
part-time job look good, it is in a way like extra practice. When you were little you 
and your father may have tossed around a softball. That seemingly meanless game of 
catch could pay off when you decide you’d like to try out for a school team) and the 
conclusion. Transitional devices help move the reader from idea to idea and from 
paragraph to paragraph, creating a sense of completeness. 

• Ample, consistent development of ideas is demonstrated through the use of specific 
details and examples (Not only does the satisfaction of knowing you earned that 
money put a smile on your face, but it also tends to make you a wiser shopper. When 
it’s your money being spent, that ninety dollar sweater becomes less of a necessity). A 
mature command of language is demonstrated throughout the response in the 
varied sentence structure and attention to word choice. 

• The response generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, 
and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 14 (page 1 of 2)  Score Point 5 
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Anchor Paper 14 
Score Point 5 

• The student establishes the persuasive position in the first paragraph (During 
adolescence, there are a lot of firsts in a students life. There’s the first license, the 
first term paper, and the first job; it is my firm belief that all students should have a 
part-time job during high school). The writing stays effectively focused on the topic 
while maintaining the persuasive tone throughout.  

 

 

 

 

• This controlled paper is fluent and organized. Ideas progress logically (A student 
with better work ethics is more likely to pay attention in class, which will invariably 
lead to better grades. It’s also been shown that a student with better grades is less 
likely to start using illegal substances). The effective use of transitional devices 
both between and within paragraphs contributes to an overall sense of 
completeness. 

• The main ideas are developed with strong word choice and ample use of specific 
examples (It also allows them a head start in creating a college fund if they plan to 
further their education after high school. This also leads students into their first 
foray into the world of personal finance). The mature command of language 
throughout the response contributes to the quality of this short, tightly written 
response. 

• Sentence structures are varied, and conventions are generally followed. 
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37 



Grade 10 FCAT Writing Persuasive Anchor Set 2012 
 

 

  
 

Anchor Paper 15 (page 3 of 3)  Score Point 5 

Anchor Paper 15 
Score Point 5 
 

• The student focuses the writing on the topic, establishing a position in opposition 
to students having part-time jobs sometime during high school. 

 

 

 

 

• Ideas progress logically, and a well-developed introduction and conclusion help to 
create a sense of completeness. The sentence-to-sentence progression of ideas 
makes for a seamless read. 

• The main ideas are developed with ample, specific elaboration (For an average 
student though, lowering grades because of a job may make it harder for them to get 
into college. If they can’t get into college, or not into the one they want, in the long 
run it may be harder for them to find a job as an adult. They may sacrifice a college 
education or a “good” job as an adult just for a job in high school). A mature 
command of language is demonstrated throughout the response in the varied 
sentence structure and appropriate word choice. 

• Few errors in writing conventions are present. 
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Anchor Paper 16 (page 1 of 3)  Score Point 6 

39 



Grade 10 FCAT Writing Persuasive Anchor Set 2012 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 16 (page 2 of 3)  Score Point 6 
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Anchor Paper 16 
Score Point 6 
 

 

 

 

 

• This purposeful response is focused on why students should not have a part-time 
job sometime during high school (I believe that this should not be mandatory, or 
even expected from a student because it means less opportunities for extra-
curriculars, less down time, and a distraction from their education).  

• The student, in addressing business leaders, introduces the organizational pattern 
in an effective, persuasive manner, both setting up the main points as well as 
setting the tone for the piece of writing (It has been brought to my attention that 
you think it is necessary for every student to have a part-time job sometime during 
high school. I find this proposition as one that is not fully thought out). Effective use 
of transitional devices within and between paragraphs contributes to the 
progression of ideas and to a sense of completeness in the writing. 

• Development of support is substantial throughout, providing specific, concrete 
details. The student also demonstrates insight into the writing situation and 
awareness of the audience by addressing counter-arguments through dialogue 
with the reader (If the stress over the thought of this exam being twenty five percent 
of his grade isn’t enough, let’s add some sleep deprivation in there. Now you ask, “Why 
sleep deprivation?” Well you see). 

• Sentence structure is varied and well controlled, and few errors in writing 
conventions are present. 
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Anchor Paper 17 
Score Point 6 
 

• This purposeful response has a clear focus on the topic. The creative opening 
(“Come back in 30,” my boss demands as I start my break) engages the reader and 
shows insight into the writing situation while establishing a stance in favor of part-
time jobs during high school.  

• The organizational pattern includes an introduction and the first two body 
paragraphs that reflect on the student’s personal experiences, followed by a third 
body paragraph and conclusion that expand to speak about students as a whole. 
The progression, from the student’s personal experience to the experience of all 
students, moves fluidly through the use of transitional devices and strong support. 

• An involvement with the subject is evident through the development of ideas, 
consisting of relevant, concrete, purposeful personal examples (It’s better that she 
learned this now so that she wont do it when she is older, making her unable to pay a 
serious bill, such as a mortgage. I have saved half of nearly all my paychecks. In doing 
so, I’ll be able to buy a car in just 2 months). A mature command of language is 
apparent in the sophisticated word choice (Luxuries and lavish spending show 
nothing save folly). 

• Sentence structure is varied, and few errors in conventions are present. 
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• The response is focused and purposeful and reflects insight into the writing 
situation. The first sentence establishes a position in favor of students having a 
part-time job sometime during high school. 

• The organizational pattern includes a well-developed introduction and conclusion 
that contribute to a sense of completeness. Transitional devices are used 
effectively to create a logical progression of ideas from the introduction through 
the two body paragraphs, finishing strongly in the conclusion (Because I have a 
part-time job, I will be going to Italy). 

• Development of support is substantial, specific, relevant, and concrete. The writer 
uses her own life experience to great effect; the personal anecdotes are controlled 
and show a commitment to the subject (I desperately wanted to raise the $2800 
fee; so I worked two part-time jobs in the summer. I worked long hours almost 
everyday waitressing and cashiering. I earned over $2000 within a relatively short 
span of time). The writing demonstrates a mature command of language with 
freshness of expression. 

• Sentence structure is varied and well controlled, and few errors in writing 
conventions are present. 
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