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By the Numbers

138 — Number of charter school
applications districts received by
August 2015

56 — Number of charter school
applications districts approved

41 percent — Average approval
rate

81 — Number of applications
submitted to five counties alone,
representing 60 percent of the
statewide total: Miami-Dade (24),
Broward (19), Palm Beach (17),
Hillsborough (13), and Orange (8)

85 percent — Highest approval
rate of any district that received
more than 10 applications
(Hillsborough)

57 — Number of applications
withdrawn from consideration
before the district could make a
decision

1 — Number of virtual charter
school applications (It was later

withdrawn)
0000000000000 |
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Summary

School districts throughout Florida received 138* charter school
applications in 2015, signifying continued new growth for the charter
school sector in the state. However, the number of new applications
submitted declined from the previous year, maintaining a trend seen in each
application cycle going back to 2012. The number of new applications
submitted to districts in this most recent cycle, for instance, is down 31
percent from 2014 and 42 percent from 2013.

In a reversal of trends, however, the approval rate for charter school
applications increased this year. Across the state, school districts approved
41 percent of the applications they received — 16 percentage points more
than the 25-percent approval rate from the 2014 application cycle. Similar
to past years, there was wide variation in approval rates between authorizers
(see Findings below).

Of those applications not approved, most were withdrawn from
consideration before district school boards had acted. The remainder —
about 18 percent of all applicants — were formally denied by their sponsor
during a publicly noticed meeting.

Despite fewer applications, Florida’s charter school sector continues to
expand. When the 2015-16 school year ended, there were 652 charter
schools that served 270,301 students. The number of charter schools, and
the students served, has been increasing every year since the legislature
established charter schools in 1996. Additionally, the number of charter
schools operating in 2015-16 is up 42 percent from 2010-11. The number of
students enrolled at charter schools also increased by 75 percent from 2010-
11 to 2015-16. Preliminary charter school student enrollment for the current
2016-17 school year shows a slight increase to about 278,500 students.

! The data in this report is submitted by school district authorizers.



Figure 1. History of charter school application approval rate
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Findings

The biggest still account for the most. Nearly 60 percent of the 138 charter applications statewide were
submitted to just five districts — Miami-Dade (24 applications); Broward County (19); Palm Beach (17);
Hillsborough: (13); and Orange (8).

Approval rates are higher this year. The “Big Five” charter authorizers mentioned above had an approval
rate that mirrored the rest of the state: about 40 percent. But that number masks wildly different approval
rates among two districts in particular. Hillsborough County, for instance, had an 85 percent approval
rate, the highest among any district that received more than 10 applications. The lowest was Palm Beach,
which approved just three, or 18 percent, of the 17 applications it received. The approval rate of a district
is not necessarily indicative of the quality or rigor of the district’s evaluation process, nor of the quality of
the charter applications.

It takes time. No district formally acted on a charter school application within the 60-day calendar
window required by the charter school law (Section 1002.33(6)(b)3.a., Florida Statutes). Several district
school boards, however, took action in the two or three days following that deadline. The law does
provide for an extension if both parties “mutually agree in writing.”

Relatively few draft applications. Despite a law enabling applicants to submit a draft application to their
school districts for feedback on any material deficiencies, districts received just 22 drafts by the statutory
deadline of May 1. Of the 22 draft application submitted, 18 were subsequently resubmitted as final
applications, and four were not.



Virtual charters. Only one school district, Palm Beach, received a virtual charter school application. The
applicant withdrew the proposal before the district could take any action.

Figure 2. Approval rate for districts that received five or more applications in 2015
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Assistance for Authorizers: Past, Present and Future

The Department’s technical assistance and professional development for authorizers continued in various
ways this past year, with the Florida Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School Authorizing as
a guiding document.

Interview training. In both summer 2015 and summer 2016, the Department partnered with the National
Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) to provide intensive training on interviewing
techniques and best practices for all school districts. Before they approve a charter school application,
districts learned better how to assess an applicant’s capacity to open and operate a high-quality charter
school.

Authorizer evaluations. In the past two years, the Department also contracted with NACSA to conduct
comprehensive assessments of the strengths and weaknesses of individual authorizers who opted for such
a review. Eight districts volunteered to undergo these assessments.

District-Charter Collaboration. The Department has funded Florida’s first District-Charter Collaborative
Compact that empowers districts to develop and implement bold and innovative strategies for
collaborating and partnering with high-impact charter school organizations that are capable and prepared



to serve students in the state’s highest need areas; Duval and Miami-Dade counties are current recipients
of this state grant.

Model Florida Charter School Application. In January 2016, the State Board of Education adopted a
revised Model Florida Charter School Application, redeveloped with assistance from NACSA. The
revisions to the model application are the most rigorous yet, providing authorizers with the most
comprehensive tools to begin their due diligence of a charter applicant.

Florida Leaders in Authorizing. The Department plans to partner with the Florida Association of Charter
School Authorizers to design a leadership development program for select, high-potential leaders within
the Florida authorizing community. The program will be designed as a train-the-trainer model, allowing
the participants to both strengthen and hone their own authorizing skills while providing them the tools
and resources to build capacity within their respective teams and across the state.



2015 Charter School New Applicants

Number of Applications

District Reported % Approved |Percentage Approved |[Denied Percentage Denied |Withdrawn Percentage Withdrawn

Alachua 2 1% 1 50% 0 0% 1 50%
Brevard 3 2% 2 67% 1 33% 0 0%
Broward 19 14% 7 37% 2 11% 10 53%
Clay 1 1% 0 0% 0 0% 1 100%
Collier 3 2% 3 100% 0 0% 0 0%
Columbia 1 0 0% 1 100% 0 0%
Dade 24 17% 10 42% 0% 14 58%
Duval 4 3% 2 50% 1 25% 1 25%
Escambia 1 1% 0 0% 0% 1 100%
Hillsborough 13 9% 11 85% 0% 2 15%
India River 2 1% 0 0% 2 100% 0 0%
Lake 2 1% 1 50% 0% 1 50%
Lee 4 3% 1 25% 1 25% 2 50%
Levy 1 1% 0 0% 0% 1 100%
Madison 1 1 100% 0% 0 0%
Manatee 5 4% 0 0% 1 20% 4 80%
Marion 1 1% 0 0% 0% 1 100%
Orange 8 6% 3 38% 2 25% 3 38%
Osceola 7 5% 5 71% 0% 2 29%
Palm Beach 17 12% 3 18% 7 41% 7 41%
Pasco 2 1% 1 50% 0% 1 50%
Pinellas 1 1% 0 0% 0% 1 100%
Polk 8 6% 3 38% 4 50% 1 13%
St. Johns 1 1% 0 0% 0% 1 100%
St. Lucie 1 1% 0 0% 1 100% 0 0%
Sarasota 1 1% 0 0% 0% 1 100%
Seminole 1 1% 1 100% 0% 0 0%
Volusia 4 3% 1 25% 2 50% 1 25%
Total 138 56 41% 25 18% 57 41%




2015 Charter School New Applicants

Name of Proposed School District Contact Person First Name | Contact Person Last Name Email Address Application Status Approved Date | Withdrawn Denied Final Contract Execution Date
Gainesville Public Montessori ALACHUA Kevin Patrick kmp9494@gmail.com 10/08/2015
Resilience Charter School ALACHUA Wendi Bellowes ResilienceCharter@gmail.com 02/02/2016 02/02/2016
Legacy Charter Academy BREVARD Charlene Montford Charlene.Montford@yahoo.com 10/27/2015
Odyssey Space Coast BREVARD Wendi Nolder nolderw@cdysseycharterschools.com 10/27/2015
Premier Innovations Career & Technical
Education Center BREVARD Paulette Coombs info@premiercte.org 09/22/2015
Achievement Heights Academy BROWARD N'Quavah Velazquez achievementheightsacademy@gmail.com 10/07/2015
BridgePrep Academy Broward County BROWARD Juan Carlos Quintana jcquintana2@gmail.com 11/03/2015
Central Charter School Il BROWARD Hugh Jarrett hughjarrett@comcast.net 09/18/2015
Championship Academy of Distinction BROWARD Melissa Bustamante info@championshipacademy.org 11/03/2015 01/20/2016
Championship Academy of Distinction High
School BROWARD Melissa Bustamante info@championshipacademy.org 11/03/2015 01/20/2016
Early Career Academy BROWARD David Catalano dcatalano@ittesi.com 10/08/2015
Florida Academy for Business, Finance and
Entrepreneurship BROWARD Sharon Lewis drsharonlewis@yahoo.com 10/07/2015
Global Learning Academy Charter School BROWARD Ann Marie Manzanos manzanos5@netzero.net 10/12/2015
Green House Montessori School BROWARD Danyiel Louis danyiel@greenchildrenshouse.com 10/09/2015
Nixon Elementary Charter School BROWARD Ronald Renna rrenna@cscsi.net 10/08/2015
Paramount Charter School BROWARD Constance Brown advancementinscholars@gmail.com 09/23/2015
Phoenix Academy of Excellence BROWARD Dorothy Davis phoenixacademies@yahoo.com 09/16/2015
RAD Academy Charter School BROWARD Anthony Pelt appastor74@gmail.com 10/02/2015
Somerset Beach Academy K-5 BROWARD Lisa Arneaud larneaud@academica.org 11/03/2015
Somerset Key Academy K-8 BROWARD Lisa Arneaud larneaud@academica.org 11/03/2015
Somerset Key Charter High School BROWARD Lisa Arneaud larneaud@academica.org 11/03/2015
Somerset Parks Academy Charter School BROWARD Lisa Arneaud larneaud@academica.org 11/03/2015
Trade Logistics Career BROWARD Milagros Fornell milliefornell@gmail.com 09/18/2015
Victory Academy BROWARD Dr. Carmela Nanton carmelconnect@gmail.com 10/08/2015
Clay Classical Academy CLAY William Korach wmkorach@gmail.com 10/15/2015
BridgePrep Academy Collier County COLLIER Juan Carlos Quintana jcquintana2@gmail.com 12/08/2015 05/10/2016
Collier Charter Academy COLLIER Derek Kelmanson Dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 06/09/2015 09/08/2015
South Florida International Charter School [COLLIER James Norbury jnorbury@sfics.org 01/12/2016
Gateway Academy of the Arts COLUMBIA Ronald Natale rnatale07 @gmail.com 10/13/2015
Academir Charter School Preparatory DADE Esther Mir mirscss@yahoo.com 11/18/2015
BridgePrep Academy of Advanced Studies |DADE JC Quintana jcquintana2 @gmail.com 12/02/2015
FACE Academy DADE Saliha Nelson saliha@urgentinc.org 10/28/2015
Florida Academy for Business, Finance and
Entrepreneurship DADE Sharon R. Lewis drsharonlewis@yahoo.com 10/26/2015
Florida High School for Accelerated Learning
- Miami-Dade Campus, School Il DADE Elizabeth Chardon Elizabeth_Chardon@als-education.com 11/18/2015
Florida High School for Accelerated Learning
- Miami-Dade Campus, School llI DADE Elizabeth Chardon Elizabeth_Chardon@als-education.com 11/18/2015
Global Learning Academy Charter School DADE Ann-Marie Manzano manzano5@netzero.net 09/30/2015
HIVE Preparatory School - Riverside DADE Carlos Gonzalez gonzalez-carlos@dadeschools.net 12/02/2015
HMV Academy DADE Christine Jurado christine@juradolaw.com 10/30/2015
Knowledge Quest Preparatory Academy DADE Michelle C. Fergunson kgpacademy@gmail.com 10/26/2015
Larkin School for the Health Sciences DADE Dr. Jack J. Michel jmichel@larkinhospital.com 10/27/2015




2015 Charter School New Applicants

Name of Proposed School District Contact Person First Name | Contact Person Last Name Email Address Application Status Approved Date | Withdrawn Denied Final Contract Execution Date
Latin Buildes Association Middle School DADE Chayma Gomez ypereyra@Ibaorg.com 09/17/2015
Miami Beach Academy DADE Nancy Warshofsky MiamiBeachFamily@gmail.com 08/19/2015
Phoenix Academy of Excellence DADE Dorothy Davis phoenixacademies@yahoo.com 11/30/2015
Pinecres Glades Preparatory Middle High
School DADE Judith C. Marty jmarty@materacademy.com 12/02/2015
Pinecrest Academy West K-8 DADE Judith Marty jmarty@materacademy.com 12/02/2015
Pinecrest Glades Academy DADE Judith C. Marty jmarty@materacademy.com 12/02/2015
Pinecrest Preparatory West High School DADE Judith C. Marty jmarty@materacademy.com 11/03/2015
Positive Outlook of Intellects S. Excellence
(POISE) Academy DADE Lance L. Williams lawlpoise@gmail.com 08/20/2015
STARS Charter School DADE Egleevelyn Nunez starschartercorp@gmail.com 11/04/2015
Somerset Gardens Academy DADE Adriana Lima alima@academica.org 12/02/2015
Sterling Charter School of the Arts DADE Ana Cordal sterlingcharterschool@gmail.com 10/28/2015
The Arts Academy of Excellence DADE Lyra Logan artsacademyofexcellence@yahoo.com 11/18/2015
True North Classical Academy High School |DADE Luis Diaz Idiaz@swkj-cpa.com 10/27/2015
BridgePrep Academy Duval County DUVAL Juan Carlos Quintana jcquintana2 @gmail.com 11/03/2015
Early Career Academy DUVAL David Catalano dcatalano@ittesi.com 11/03/2015
Renaissance Charter School at Coastal Duval [DUVAL Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 11/03/2015
Seaside Charter School K-8 DUVAL Trisha Bowles trishasccs@gmail.com 01/08/2016
Early Career Academy ESCAMBIA David Catalano dcatalano@ittesi.com 07/23/2015
Avant Garde Academy HILLSBOROUGH [Jennifer Lucas jlucas@allianceedservices.org 12/15/2015
Bridge Prep Academy Hillsborough County |HILLSBOROUGH |Juan Carlos Quintana jcquintana2 @gmail.com 12/15/2015
Florida High School for Accelerated
Learning, Metro Tampa, Campus Il HILLSBOROUGH |Dr. Bobby Smith bobby.smith@als-education.com 09/15/2015
General Bell Legacy-Lighthouse Charter
Academy HILLSBOROUGH |Troy Bell thell@lhacs.org 10/13/2015
Hillsborough Charter Academy East HILLSBOROUGH |Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 10/13/2015
Hillsborough Charter Academy North HILLSBOROUGH [Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 10/13/2015
Hillsborough Charter Academy South HILLSBOROUGH |Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 10/13/2015 04/12/2016
Hillsborough Lighthouse Charter School HILLSBOROUGH |Troy Bell tbell@lhacs.org 10/13/2015
Kld's Community College Charter High
School HILLSBOROUGH (Karen Seder kseder@kidscc.org 01/12/2016 04/26/2016
Kid's Community College Southeast Middle
Charter School HILLSBOROUGH [Martha Caballero mcaballero@kidscc.org 11/20/2015
Plato Academy Charter School HILLSBOROUGH [Matthew Gunderson mattg@superiorschools.com 12/15/2015
Sports Leadership And Management
Academy (SLAM) Tampa HILLSBOROUGH |Rene Ruiz rruiz@stearnweaver.com 12/15/2015
Winthrop Charter High School HILLSBOROUGH |Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 10/13/2015
Somerset Academy Middle School Vero
Beach INDIAN RIVER Adriana Lima adri5283@gmail.com 10/13/2015
Somerset Academy Vero Beach INDIAN RIVER Adriana Lima adri5283@gmail.com 10/13/2015
Lake K-8 School of Science and Technology |LAKE Lorna Lowe lowe1953.ll@gmail.com 08/13/2015
Pinecrest Lakes Academy LAKE Judith Marty martymsj@aol.com 10/26/2015 07/25/2016
Early Career Academy LEE David Catalano dcatalano@ittesi.com 10/14/2015
Gulf Coast Charter Academy LEE Edward Deitriech Thaddeus@dabeach.com 10/15/2015
Harlem Heights Community Charter School |LEE Debra Mathinos Debra@heightsfoundation.org 10/20/2015 12/08/2015
iTech Preparatory Academy LEE Christine Jurado Christine@JuradoLaw.com 10/20/2015
New Beginnings STEM School Organization |LEVY Bobby Johnson famubobby@gmail.com 09/14/2015




2015 Charter School New Applicants

Name of Proposed School District Contact Person First Name | Contact Person Last Name Email Address Application Status Approved Date | Withdrawn Denied Final Contract Execution Date
Madison Creative Arts Academy MADISON Amy Gibson adgibson1@msn.com 01/20/2016 05/16/2016
Avant Garde Academy, Manatee MANATEE Jennifer Lucas jlucas@allianceedservices.org 11/10/2015
Blue River MANATEE Donna Dwiggins ddwiggins415@gmail.com 09/24/2015
Championship Academy of Distinction at
Bradenton MANATEE Cheri Shannon cherishan2015@gmail.com 12/01/2015
Gulf Coast Charter Academy North MANATEE David Sellars tnflman5@comcast.net 11/30/2015
Manatee MyCroSchool MANATEE Joy Baldree Joy.Baldree@new-corp.org 10/14/2015
New Beginning STEM School MARION Bobby Johnson famubobby@gmail.com 08/27/2015
BridgePrep Academy Orange County ORANGE Juan Carlos Quintana jcquintana2@gmail.com 10/13/2015 02/23/2016
Central Florida Ploytechnic Academy* ORANGE Lorna Lowe llowe1953.ll@gmail.com 08/20/2015
Eagle's Nest Elementary ORANGE Ronald Renna rrenna@cscsi.net 10/13/2015 01/26/2016
Orange MycroSchool ORANGE Joy Baldree joy.baldree@new-corp.org 10/07/2015
Orion Preparatory Academy ORANGE Wendi Nolder nolderw@odysseycharterschool.com 10/13/2015 01/26/2016
Orlando City STEM Academy ORANGE Randolph Bracy randolphbracy@yahoo.com 09/02/2015
Pinecrest Collegiate High School ORANGE Yasmeen Khan ykhan@pinecrstorlando.org 10/13/2015
Pinecrest Collegiate Middle School ORANGE Yasmeen Khan ykhan@pinecrestorlando.org 10/13/2015
BridgePrep Academy Osceola OSCEOLA Juan Carlos Quintana jcquintana2@gmail.com 10/06/2015 05/03/2016
Florida High School for Accelerated Learning-|
Osceola OSCEOLA Angela Whitford-Narine Angela.Narine@als-education.com 10/06/2015 05/03/2016
Florida STEAM Academy of Osceola OSCEOLA Taralyn Vico taralynvico@gmail.com 09/03/2015
Legacy Academy of Osceola OSCEOLA Shannon Thompson shannon@learningfocused.com 08/03/2015
Lincoln-Marti Charer Schools (Osceola
Campus) OSCEOLA Demetrio Perez djp@lincoln-marti.com 10/06/2015 04/19/2016
Mater Academy @ Osceola OSCEOLA Roberto Blanch rblanch@siegfriedlaw.com 10/06/2015
Trade Logistics Aviation Academy, Inc. OSCEOLA Milagros Fornell milliefornell@gmail.com 10/06/2015 03/22/2016
Atlas Academy of Technology, Languages,
Art and Sciences PALM BEACH Liz Knowles eddrknow2@gmail.com 09/25/2015
Avant Garde Academy of Palm Beach PALM BEACH Frank Bolanos frankbolanos@bellsouth.net 10/15/2015
BridgePrep Academy Palm Beach County PALM BEACH Juan Carlos Quintana Jcquintana2 @gmail.com 10/07/2015
Connections Education Center of the Palm
Beaches PALM BEACH Jason Portman jportman@connectedpb.com 11/04/2015 05/05/2016
Covenant Arts Academy PALM BEACH Kenneth Jackson, Jr. kjackson1616@comcast.net 09/21/2015
Elite Academy of Science and Technology PALM BEACH Greg Capdevila gregcapdevila@gmail.com 11/04/2015
Florida Academy for Business, Finance and
Entrepreneurship PALM BEACH Sharon Lewis drsharonlewis@yahoo.com 10/15/2015
Florida High School for Accelerated Learning
- West Palm Beach Campus - School 2 PALM BEACH Joy Hicks joy.hicks@als-education.com 10/07/2015 04/07/2016
Florida High School for Accelerated Learning
- West Palm Beach Campus - School 3 PALM BEACH Joy Hicks joy.hicks@als-education.com 10/07/2015 04/07/2016
Great Escalations PALM BEACH Susan Fuller Pope mspalmbeachpi@aol.com 10/15/2015
Hyatt Christian Masters Academy PALM BEACH Jacqueline Hyatt jacquelinehyatt@yahoo.com 10/07/2015
New Horizons PALM BEACH Yudit Silva yuditsilva@ymail.com 11/04/2015
Palm Beach Collegiate PALM BEACH Deokee Balliram deokee.balliram@gmail.com 11/04/2015
Paramount Charter School PALM BEACH Constance Brown info@paramountcharterschool.com 10/12/2015
Recovery Virtual High School of Palm Beach
County PALM BEACH Michael Galer mikegaler@gmail.com 10/09/2015
Renaissance Charter High School of Palm
Beach PALM BEACH Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 11/04/2015
Victory Academy, Inc. PALM BEACH Carmela Nanton carmelconnect@gmail.com 10/07/2015
Pasco Charter Academy PASCO Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolsusa.com 01/19/2016
Plato Academy Charter School PASCO Matthew Gunderson mattg@superiorschools.com 10/06/2015
The Academy of Kings PINELLAS Marquel Neasman info@academyofkings.org 09/25/2015




2015 Charter School New Applicants

Name of Proposed School District Contact Person First Name | Contact Person Last Name Email Address Application Status Approved Date | Withdrawn Denied Final Contract Execution Date
Bridgeprep Academy of Polk County POLK Juan Carlos Quintana jcquintana2@gmail.com 10/06/2015
Discovery High School POLK Carol Fulks carol.fulks@discoveryacademy.org 10/06/2015
Joint Service Military Academy POLK Steve Bollens jsma-polk@hotmail.com 10/06/2015
Lakeland Institute for Learning POLK Donna Buckner dbuckner@lifi.org 10/06/2015
Montessori of Winter Haven POLK Katrina Hill info@montessoriofwinterhaven.com 10/06/2015
New Beginnings High School West POLK Ashlee Wright a.wright@newbhs.net 09/17/2015
Our Children's Lake Wales POLK Steve Whitaker steve.whitaker@ourchildrensacademy.org |10/06/2015
Our Children's Prep School POLK Sharon Comkowycz sharcomk@gmail.com 10/06/2015
Inbound Academy of Excellence ST. JOHNS DeShaude Freeman 08/05/2015
Somerset College Preparatory Middle School|ST. LUCIE Erika Rains 09/22/2015
North Port Collegiate Military Academy SARASOTA Jodi Kopacz Kopacz.NPCMA@gmail.com 09/17/2015
Renaissance Charter School at Seminole SEMINOLE Derek Kelmanson dkelmanson@charterschoolusa.com 04/07/2015 12/15/2015
Big Engine K5 Charter School VOLUSIA Richard Prazenica bigenginecharter@gmail.com 09/22/2015
Ormond Beach Preparatory School VOLUSIA Christian Dickinson christiandickinson@gmail.com 09/22/2015
Volusia Classical Academy VOLUSIA William Korach wmkorach@gmail.com 09/18/2015
Volusia K-8 Academy of Science and
Technology VOLUSIA Lorna Lowe lowel1953.ll@gmail.com 09/22/2015




	2015 Authorizer Report - v2
	201516 New Applicant Survey101816
	201516 New Applicant Survey101816-2



