
Research and Overview

The continuum of research, policy development and program implementation related to family involvement supports emphasis on engaging fathers as a means of increasing student achievement. 

More than 30 years of research findings maintains the belief that a positive relationship exists between increased family engagement and student academic success. Although specific research into the impact of the father’s role in a child’s academic development is growing, findings
 suggest that when fathers are actively involved in their child’s education, students:
· Perform better academically;
· Have fewer discipline problems; and 

· Become more responsible adults. 

One meta-analysis 
 found that the overall effect of the involvement of fathers in education was positive regardless of the child’s age, race and expression of involvement. 

Annual one-day initiatives have been promoted by various states to highlight the significance of a child’s father or male caregiver in his or her education. Typically, initiatives are held in the fall and align to other Back-to-School activities. 

J. Michael Hall, of Strong Fathers
, noted that from his organization’s work with fathers, greater participation is realized when programs are:
· Interactive (Activities include engagement between father and child);
· Relational (Fathers learning from other fathers); and
· Relevant (Link to learning).
Those practices closely align to Process Conditions emphasized in the Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships
. The conditions highlighted in the framework are important to building the capacity of families and schools to effectively partner in ways that improve student outcomes. 
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