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IntroductIon

This booklet has been prepared to help you understand the reports for the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test® 
(FCAT). It includes samples of the reports, explanations of the reports, a glossary of the terms used in these reports, 
and the Sunshine State Standards (SSS) content assessed on the FCAT. Data in the reports are fictional but show the 
type of information reported. Although most of the sample reports in this booklet are for Grade 10 or 11, the 
explanations provided apply to all grade levels except where otherwise noted.

Purpose of the FCAT
The purpose of the FCAT is to assess student achievement of the SSS benchmarks in reading, mathematics, 
science, and writing. 

Grade Levels Tested
•	 FCAT	SSS	Reading	and	Mathematics	tests	are	administered	to	students	in	Grades	3–10.
•	 FCAT	Writing	tests	are	administered	to	students	in	Grades	4,	8,	and	10.
•	 FCAT	SSS	Science	tests	are	administered	to	students	in	Grades	5,	8,	and	11.

Question Formats
•	 Multiple-choice questions are worth 1 point each and appear on tests at all grade levels of the FCAT 

Reading,	Mathematics,	and	Science	tests.	Students	choose	the	best	answer	from	four	answer	choices.	

•	 Gridded-response questions	are	worth	1	point	each	and	appear	on	the	FCAT	Mathematics	test	in	Grades	
5–10	and	the	FCAT	Science	test	in	Grades	8	and	11.	These	questions	require	students	to	print	a	numeric	
answer and fill in the corresponding bubbles in the response grid.

•	 Performance tasks	are	part	of	the	FCAT	for	students	in	Grades	4,	5,	8,	10,	and	11.	Answers	to	performance	
tasks are scored using holistic scoring rubrics, which are available on the Florida Department of Education’s 
FCAT website at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp.

	 FCAT	Reading,	Mathematics,	and	Science	performance	tasks	require	students	to	answer	questions	in	their	
own	words,	show	their	solutions	to	questions,	or	complete	a	graph.	There	are	two	types	of	performance	tasks:	
short-response tasks which take about 5 minutes to answer and receive 0, 1, or 2 points and extended-
response tasks which take 10–15 minutes to complete and receive 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 points. A minimum of two 
trained scorers independently score each answer. The final score is the result of these multiple evaluations.

 FCAT Writing prompt performance tasks	require	students	to	apply	their	writing	skills	by	writing	a	draft	
response to an assigned topic. Grade 4 students respond to a prompt that asks them either to explain 
(expository	writing)	or	to	tell	a	story	(narrative	writing);	Grade	8	and	10	students	respond	to	a	prompt	that	
asks them to either explain (expository writing) or to persuade (persuasive writing). The highest score a 
student can receive is a 6. Two trained scorers independently score each student response. The score reported 
is the average of both scorers’ scores.

Who Is Tested?
Most	students,	including	English	Language	Learner	(ELL)	and	exceptional	student	education	(ESE)	students,	
enrolled in the tested grade levels participate in the FCAT administration. Administration accommodations are 
provided	to	eligible	ELL	and	ESE	students.

FCAT Reports
FCAT	results	are	reported	in	several	formats.	Reports	are	distributed	to	students,	schools,	and	districts.	The	table	
on page 5 provides a list of FCAT reports, the grade levels at which they apply, and the page number on which 
each report is described. Although this booklet does not contain samples of all reports, the examples provided are 
similar in content and layout to other reports. Information about FCAT scores and reports is also available on the 
FCAT website at http://fcat.fldoe.org.

http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp
http://fcat.fldoe.org
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Appropriate Use of FCAT Content Subscores
Given educators’ desire to glean reliable information from any test that is administered to their students (including 
the FCAT), it is important to identify the comparisons at the content subscore level that yield valid interpretations 
of student performance. The comparisons that are described in the following paragraphs can be applied in school- 
and district-level evaluations. The state data in the tables are real; however, the school and district data are not. For 
illustration purposes, mock data are provided for the fictitious schools and district in the tables. 

One valid comparison is performance on a given subscore between schools, districts, and the state. For example, 
a school’s subscore-level results can be compared to other schools’, districts’, or the state’s subscore-level results. 
District results can be compared to other district results and state results. The reasoning for this is simple: students 
in any group (school, district, or state) will take the same set of test items in a given year. This means that, 
regardless of varying item difficulty at the subscore level, students are assessed using the same items; 
subsequently,	their	results	are	comparable.	

In Table 1 below, students in two schools (Sunshine and Evergreen) and students in the district (Coastal) can be 
compared	to	students	in	the	state,	based	on	their	performance	on	FCAT	Reading	Cluster	1.

Table 1: Mean Percent Correct for Grade 3 FCAT Reading, Cluster 1 
2005 School Year (mock data)

Sunshine 
Elementary 

(mock data)

Evergreen 
Elementary 

(mock data)

Coastal District 
(mock data)

State of Florida 
(real data)

48% 62% 64% 57%

Another type of valid comparison is the trend of any of the aforementioned comparisons (e.g., school to school, 
school to district). For example, educators in a low-performing school may be interested in tracking the gap 
between their students’ performance on Cluster 1, students’ performance in their district, and students’ 
performance in the state. Evaluating trend data for such a comparison is valid and potentially very enlightening. 

Table 2: Mean Percent Correct for Grade 3 FCAT Reading, Cluster 1 
2001 through 2005 (mock data) 

Year 
Sunshine 

Elementary 
(mock data) 

State of Florida 
(real data) Difference

2001 37% 70% –33% 
2002 33% 62% –29% 
2003 44% 64% –20% 
2004 52% 68% –16% 
2005 48% 57% –9% 

In Table 2, the trend results from 2001 to 2005 provide important evaluative information to the educators in 
Sunshine Elementary. While student performance in Sunshine Elementary was consistently lower on Cluster 1 
than the performance of all Grade 3 students in Florida, the progress that has been made over the five-year period 
is substantial enough to warrant another look at program initiatives (e.g., the school may have introduced an 
after-school tutoring program that can be linked to an improvement in performance). 
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Table 3: Mean Percent Correct for Grade 3 FCAT Reading, 2005 School Year 
Comparison of School to District and School to State (mock data) 

Cluster
Evergreen 

Elementary 
(mock data)

Coastal 
District 
(mock 
data)

Difference
Evergreen 

Elementary 
(mock data)

State of 
Florida 
(real 
data) 

Difference

Cluster 1 62% 64% –2% 62% 57% 5% 
Cluster 2 64% 57% 7% 64% 63% 1% 
Cluster 3 57% 60% –3% 57% 72% –15% 
Cluster 4 70% 72% –2% 70% 64% 6% 

In Table 3, 2005 mock results for Evergreen Elementary are compared to both the district (Coastal) and the state. 
This presentation of data provides yet another perspective of student performance and program effectiveness. For 
example, in Cluster 2, Evergreen Elementary had a higher mean percent correct statistic than the Coastal District 
(64% versus 57%, respectively); however, Evergreen Elementary results were comparable to the state (64% versus 
63%, respectively). If this variance was consistent over the five years, there would be good reason to identify and 
share best practices in Evergreen Elementary with the rest of the district. 

Another meaningful finding from Table 3 is illustrated in Cluster 4 results. In this cluster, Evergreen Elementary 
had a slightly lower mean percent correct than Coastal District (70% versus 72%, respectively); however, this 
same statistic was higher than that of the state (70% versus 64%, respectively). It would be easy to miss the fact 
that, while Evergreen Elementary’s performance on Cluster 4 was lower than that of the district, the performances 
of	both	were	substantially	higher	than	the	state.	Subsequently,	it	is	possible	that	targeting	additional	resources	to	
improve performance in Cluster 4 would be a lower priority. 

The Florida Department of Education encourages educators to use FCAT results in any way that is 
statistically appropriate. The comparisons that have been described in this section provide possibilities 
for evaluation at the school and district levels.
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FCAT Reports Chart

FCAT Report Title Grades
Page of 
Report 

Description

St
ud

en
t 

R
ep

or
ts SSS Grade 10 Pass/Fail Student Label 10–Adult   9*

SSS Reading & Mathematics Retake Student and Parent Report 10–Adult   10*

SSS Reading & Mathematics Student and Parent Report 3–10   11*

Science Student and Parent Report 5, 8, and 11   12*

Writing Student and Parent Report 4, 8, and 10   13*

Sc
ho

ol
 R

ep
or

ts

Reading	SSS	School	Report	of	Students 3–Adult 15

Mathematics SSS School Report of Students 3–Adult   15*

Science	School	Report	of	Students 5,	8,	and	11 15

Writing	School	Report	of	Students 4,	8,	and	10 17

Reading & Mathematics SSS School Demographic Report 3–10   18*

Science	School	Demographic	Report 5,	8,	and	11 18

Writing	School	Demographic	Report 4,	8,	and	10 19

D
is

tr
ic

t 
R

ep
or

ts

Reading SSS District Report of Schools 3–Adult   16*

Mathematics	SSS	District	Report	of	Schools 3–Adult 16

Science	District	Report	of	Schools 5,	8,	and	11 16

Reading	SSS	District	Summary		 3–Adult 16

Mathematics	SSS	District	Summary	 3–Adult 16

Science District Summary 5,	8,	and	11 16

Writing District Report of Schools 4, 8, and 10   17*

Writing District Summary 4,	8,	and	10 17

Reading	&	Mathematics	SSS	District	Demographic	Report 3–10 18

Science	District	Demographic	Report 5,	8,	and	11 18

Writing District Demographic Report 4, 8, and 10   19*

St
at

e 
R

ep
or

ts

Reading	SSS	State	Report	of	Districts 3–Adult 16

Mathematics	SSS	State	Report	of	Districts 3–Adult 16

Science	State	Report	of	Districts 5,	8,	and	11 16

Reading	SSS	State	Summary	 3–Adult 16

Mathematics	SSS	State	Summary 3–Adult 16

Science State Summary 5,	8,	and	11 16

Writing	State	Report	of	Districts 4,	8,	and	10 17

Writing State Summary 4,	8,	and	10 17

Reading	&	Mathematics	SSS	State	Demographic	Report 3–10 18

Science	State	Demographic	Report 5,	8,	and	11 18

Writing	State	Demographic	Report 4,	8,	and	10 19

*Reports	printed	in	bold	are	displayed	in	this	booklet.
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Achievement Levels
Achievement levels describe the success a student has achieved on the Florida Sunshine State Standards tested on 
the FCAT. Achievement levels range from 1 to 5, with Level 1 being the lowest and Level 5 being the highest. To 
be considered on grade level, students must achieve Level 3 or higher.

Level 5 indicates success with the content on the FCAT by answering most questions correctly.

Level 4 indicates success with the content on the FCAT by answering most questions correctly, except for 
the most challenging questions.

Level 3 indicates partial success with the content on the FCAT.

Level 2 indicates limited success with the content on the FCAT.

Level 1 indicates little success with the content on the FCAT.

The following tables list the achievement levels for FCAT SSS Reading, Mathematics, and Science, by grade 
level, along with the scale score ranges associated with each achievement level.

http://fcat.fldoe.org/xls/UFRCharts.xls


Understanding FCAT Reports 2009 © 2009 Florida Department of Education 7

Graduation Requirement
Students who expect to graduate from high school in the 2008–2009 school year and beyond must earn passing 
scores on the Reading and Mathematics portions of the Grade 10 FCAT. After Grade 10, there will be additional 
opportunities to earn passing scores by taking the Reading and Mathematics Retake tests if students are not 
successful on the first attempt. 

The passing scores for the Grade 10 FCAT Reading and Mathematics and Retake tests are determined by the State 
Board of Education and are as follows:

FCAT Reading Test and Reading Retake Test  1926 (Scale Score of 300) or above

FCAT Mathematics Test and Mathematics Retake Test  1889 (Scale Score of 300) or above

Students who were originally scheduled to graduate in 2003 are still eligible for a lower passing score of 1856 
(scale score of 287) or higher on the Reading test and 1868 (scale score of 295) or higher on the Mathematics test. 

No Data Reported
The following abbreviations may appear on some student and educator reports.

NT (Not Tested) indicates that no data are reported for the student because he or she was not tested for 
that subject.

NR (Not Reported) indicates that no data are reported for the student because he or she answered too few 
questions for that subject or the test was invalidated. 

NR2, NR3, NR6, NR8 (Not Reported) indicates that no data are reported for the student because he or she 
answered too few questions for that subject or the test was invalidated. SSS reports use this notation (NR2—Did 
not meet attemptedness criteria; NR3—Marked Do Not Score; NR6—Duplicate Record; NR8—FDOE Hold).

NA (Not Available) indicates that data are not reported for the student because no data were available, or 
that the data do not apply at that grade level.

NM (Not Matched) indicates that no data were reported from the prior year.

NF (Not Found) indicates that no prior data were available for the student for that year, or that student’s record for 
2009 was not matched to the student’s record for 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and/or 2008.

U (Unscorable) indicates that the student’s score does not meet the criteria for being considered valid and is 
considered “Unscorable.” (A—Blank Document; B—Off-topic; C—Illegible, Incomprehensible, Insufficient;  
D—Foreign Language)

A double asterisk (**) on the reports indicates that no students in this grade met the criteria for reporting.

A triple asterisk (***) on the writing reports indicates that percentages are rounded to the nearest percent and 
that the percentage is less than 0.5%. 

A dash (-) on the reports indicates that no data are reported because fewer than ten students were tested, or any 
percentage equals 100.

http://fcat.fldoe.org/xls/UFRCharts.xls
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Student reportS

SSS Grade 10 Pass/Fail Student Label

The Grade 10 Pass/Fail Student Label is provided for all Grades 10–13 and Adult students taking the Grade 10 
Reading	and/or	Mathematics	tests	and	the	Grade	10	Retake	tests.	The	label	displays	the	student’s	scale	score	(SS)	
and developmental scale score (DSS) in each subject tested and whether the student passed or failed the test.
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SSS Reading and Mathematics 
Retake Student and Parent Report

 
The Sunshine State Standards Reading and Mathematics Retake Student and Parent Report provides results for 
Grades	10–13	and	Adult	students	who	took	the	Reading	and/or	Mathematics	Sunshine	State	Standards	Retake	tests.

 The student, school, and district are identified in the upper right corner of page 1 of the report. 

B  The area labeled Your Scores and Performance Levels provides the student’s FCAT Score (developmental 
scale score) and achievement level and indicates whether or not the student earned a passing score for 
Reading	(on	the	left)	and	Mathematics	(on	the	right).	If	the	student	did	not	test	for	a	subject,	“NT”	(Not	
Tested) will appear in place of the FCAT Score and achievement level. If the student took the test but the 
score	was	not	reported,	“NR”	(Not	Reported)	will	appear	in	place	of	the	FCAT	Score	and	achievement	level.	
The graph depicts the student’s score and the passing score. Underneath the graph, a statement indicates 
whether the student earned a passing score, followed by a statement that indicates the student’s FCAT Score 
and achievement level. The footnote below these statements describes the range within which a student’s 
FCAT Score would likely fall if the student were to take the test again without additional instruction. 
Students	who	receive	additional	instruction	would	likely	improve	their	scores.	A	unique	identifying	number	
for each subject is provided at the bottom of the page.

C 	 On	the	left	side	of	page	2	of	the	report,	the	Content	Scores	for	Reading	(on	the	top)	and	Mathematics	(on	
the bottom) are broken down into content subcategories. The “Points possible” column within the table 
provides the total number of points possible per subcategory. The “Points you earned” column in the table 
labeled Your Reading (or Mathematics) Content Scores provides the actual number of points earned in 
each of the content subcategories (clusters or strands). The Reading (or Mathematics) Content Areas are 
described to the right of the table. The subcategories are listed, along with a description of the content 
assessed	within	that	subcategory.	Pages	20–22	of	this	booklet	describe	the	content	assessed	on	the	Reading	
and	Mathematics	portions	of	the	FCAT.
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SSS Reading and Mathematics  
Student and Parent Report

The Sunshine State Standards Reading and Mathematics 
Student and Parent Report is a four-page color folder. The 
first page includes a letter to parents, guardians, or 
students. The fourth page provides general information 
about the FCAT program, definitions of key FCAT terms, 
and resources for students. The information on both of 
these	pages	is	translated	into	Spanish	and	Haitian	Creole.

Inside the report, pages 2 and 3 provide the student’s 
2009	FCAT	results.	Page	2	displays	the	Reading 
results,	and	page	3	displays	the	Mathematics	results. 
The description of the information provided on the 
sample	Reading	report	on	this	page	applies	to	the 
Mathematics	report	as	well.	

 A  The student, school, and district are identified in 
this area.

 B  This table displays the student’s FCAT Score and 
achievement level. On the Grade 10 report, it also 
shows whether the student passed or did not pass 
the test. The table also displays the score ranges 
for achievement levels 1 through 5. Underneath 
the graph, a statement indicates whether the 
student earned a passing score (for Grade 10 
only), followed by a statement that indicates the 
student’s FCAT Score and achievement level. 
This information is translated into Spanish and 
Haitian	Creole.	The	footnote	below	this	table 
describes the range within which a student’s FCAT Score would likely fall if the student were to take the 
test again without additional instruction. Students who receive additional instruction would likely improve 
their scores.

 C  This	section	lists	the	Reading	(or	Mathematics)	content	subcategories,	along	with	a	description	of	the	content	
assessed	within	that	subcategory.	Spanish	and	Haitian	Creole	translations	of	this	information	are	also	provided.	
The titles of the content subcategories are the same across all grade levels; however, the actual content varies by 
grade level based on the benchmarks at each grade. Pages 20–22 of this booklet describe the content assessed on 
the	FCAT	Reading	and	Mathematics.	

   The “Points Possible” column provides the total number of points possible for each of the content 
subcategories (clusters or strands), and the “Points Earned” shows the actual number of points earned in 
each	of	the	content	subcategories.	The	“State	Mean”	is	provided	on	the	far	right	for	comparison.	The	state	
mean shows the mean earned by students across the state.

 D  This	area	provides	information	on	the	student’s	score	history	in	Reading	(or	Mathematics).	The	chart	to	the	
right shows the student’s FCAT Score and achievement level, as well as the necessary on-grade-level score, 
for each year the student was tested (if the student’s scores were available). A dark gray bar indicates that 
the	student	scored	in	Level	3	or	higher	for	that	year;	a	light	gray	bar	indicates	that	the	student	scored	below	
Level	3	for	that	year.	Achievement	level	descriptions	are	given	to	the	left	of	the	student’s	history	chart.	

 The FCAT Score (developmental scale score) is used to determine a student’s annual progress from grade to 
grade	and	ranges	from	86	to	3008.	FCAT	Scores	are	equated	to	the	base	year	so	scores	from	year	to	year	can	
be	compared.	For	example,	for	Grade	10	Reading	and	Mathematics,	the	base	year	is	1998.	Equating	means	
that	even	though	a	grade-level	test	may	contain	different	questions	each	year,	students	who	perform	at	the	
same	skill	level	in	different	years	will	earn	the	same	FCAT	Score.	A	unique	identifying	number	for	each	
subject is provided at the bottom of the page.



Understanding FCAT Reports 2009 © 2009 Florida Department of Education12

Science Student and Parent Report

The Science Student and Parent Report is a one-page, two-sided document. The information on both of these 
pages	is	translated	into	Spanish	and	Haitian	Creole.

 A  The student, school, and district are identified in this area.

  This table displays the student’s FCAT Science scale score and achievement level. The table also displays 
the score ranges for achievement levels 1 through 5 and the minimum score necessary for the student to be 
On	Grade	Level	(Level	3).	The	footnote	below	this	table	describes	the	range	within	which	a	student’s	FCAT	
Score would likely fall if the student were to take the test again without additional instruction. Students who 
receive additional instruction would likely improve their scores. 

  The Science Content is described in this section. The titles of the content subcategories are the same across 
Grades	5,	8,	and	11;	however,	the	actual	content	varies	by	grade	level	based	on	the	benchmarks	at	each	
grade. Each of the four content subcategories is listed, along with a description of the content assessed 
within	that	subcategory.	Spanish	and	Haitian	Creole	translations	of	this	information	are	also	provided.	The	
content assessed on the Science test is described on pages 23–24 of this booklet.

   The “Points Possible” column provides the total number of points possible for each of the four content 
subcategories (clusters), while the “Points Earned” shows the number of points earned by the student 
for each subcategory. The state mean is provided on the far right for comparison. The state mean shows the 
mean	earned	by	students	across	the	state.	A	unique	identifying	number	for	this	subject	is	provided	at	the	
bottom of the page.
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Writing Student and Parent Report

  The student, school, and district are identified in this area.

  This	section	of	the	report	is	addressed	to	either	the	Grade	8	or	10	student	or	to	the	parents	or	guardians	of	
Grade 4 students. Two trained scorers independently score each response. The score reported is the average 
of both scorers’ scores.

  This	area	indicates	the	type	of	writing	assignment	given	to	the	student:	Grade	4—Writing	to	Explain	
(Expository)	or	Writing	to	Tell	a	Story	(Narrative);	and	Grades	8	and	10—Writing	to	Explain	(Expository)	 
or Writing to Convince (Persuasive). The student’s prompt score is printed in this section. The highest 
possible score is a 6. This section also provides the topic to which the student was asked to respond, and it 
describes the circumstances under which the response was written. 

  This section provides the rubric (example on page 14) used as part of the holistic scoring method for the 
student response. Four elements of writing (focus, organization, support, and conventions) are evaluated 
using	the	holistic	scoring	method.	The	back	page	of	the	report	provides	the	Spanish	and	Haitian	Creole	
translations of this rubric. The SSS content assessed by FCAT Writing is described on pages 25 and 26 of 
this booklet. 

For more information about FCAT Writing prompts, see previous years’ Florida Writes! publications on the FCAT 
website at http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatflwrites.asp.

http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatflwrites.asp
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School, dIStrIct, and State reportS

SSS School Reports of Results 
Reading, Mathematics, and Science

The	report	format	shown	above	is	used	for	the	FCAT	Sunshine	State	Standards	Reading,	Mathematics,	and	
Science School Report of Students. The sample report is the Grade 10 Mathematics SSS School Report of 
Students. Similar formats are used for each subject and grade level.

  The title of the report is printed here. It identifies the content of the report and the grade level of the data 
included in the report. The name and number of the district and school are also printed in this area.

  Section B contains column headings that describe the scores included on this report. The name and student 
ID	for	all	students	whose	tests	were	submitted	for	scoring	appear	in	the	first	two	columns.	The	Reading	and	
Mathematics	School Report of Students have columns describing the developmental scale score (DSS) and 
scale	score.	The	Science	reports	have	only	scale	scores.	The	“Passing”	columns	only	appear	on	the	Reading	
and	Mathematics	reports	for	Grades	10–Adult.	The	School Report of Students indicates with a “Y” (Yes) or 
“N” (No) whether or not a student earned a passing score. The report also indicates the student’s 
achievement level. The remaining columns in Section B report the points earned in each of the content 
subcategories. For	students	receiving	“NR,”	the	footnote	at	the	bottom	of	the	report	details	reasons	why	
the score is not reported (i.e.,	NR2—Did not meet attemptedness criteria;	NR3—Marked	Do	Not	Score;	 
NR6—Duplicate	Record; NR8—FDOE	Hold).

  Section C provides information on the results matched to the previous year for each student. This section 
does	not	appear	on	Science	reports	or	Grade	3	Reading	and	Mathematics	reports	because	there	is	no	prior	
year’s data match. This section includes the previous year’s achievement level and DSS as well as the “DSS 
Change” for each student with a record that matched to the previous year. When a student does not have a 
match	to	the	previous	year,	an	“NM”	(Not	Matched)	will	appear	in	this	column.

  The first row of information shown in Section D is the “Points Possible,” which varies by subject and grade 
level. The other information found in Section D is a listing of scores for all students whose tests were 
submitted for scoring. The School Report of Students does not contain summary information.
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SSS State and District Reports of Results  
Reading, Mathematics, and Science

The report format shown above is used for several different FCAT Sunshine State Standards Reading,	
Mathematics,	and	Science	reports.	The	sample	report	is	the	Grade 10 Reading SSS District Report of Schools. 
Similar formats are used for each subject area and grade level. The reports listed below are formatted similarly.

 • District Report of Schools (shown) • District Summary
 • State Report of Districts • State Summary

  The title of the report is printed here. It identifies the content of the report and the grade level of the data 
included in the report. The name and number of the district (or of the district and school) are also printed in 
this area.

  Section B contains column headings that describe the scores included on the report. The number of students 
appears	in	the	first	column	of	all	reports.	Reading	and	Mathematics	reports	of	results	have	columns	describing	
developmental scale scores (DSS) and scale scores. The Science reports of results have only scale scores. The 
“Percent	Passing”	column	only	appears	on	the	Reading	and	Mathematics	reports	of	results	for	Grades	 
10–Adult and indicates the percent of students who earned a passing score in that subject. Achievement level 
data are also reported in Section B, indicating the percentage of students who scored within each achievement 
level. The remaining columns in Section B report mean points earned by content subcategory.

  The first row of information shown in Section C is the “Points Possible,” which varies by subject and grade 
level. The other information found in Section C varies depending on the report. 

•	 The	District Report of Schools displays scores by school. 
•	 The	State Report of Districts displays scores by district.
•	 The	State Summary displays state-level scores, grouped by student grade level.
•	 The	District Summary displays district- and state-level scores, grouped by student grade level.

State Reports of Results
The State Report of Districts and State Summary	also	include	a	“Percent	Matched”	column	on	the	far	right.	This	
column indicates the portion of students whose results were able to be matched to the previous year. This column 
no longer appears on the district reports of results.
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Reports of Results—Writing

The report format shown above is used for the Writing reports listed below. These reports are provided for all 
three	grades	tested	(Grades	4,	8,	and	10).

 • District Report of Schools (shown) • District Summary
 • State Report of Districts • State Summary

  The title of the report found in Section A identifies the content of the report and the grade level of the data 
included in the report. The name and number of the district (or of the district and school) are also printed in 
this area.

  Section B contains column headings that describe the scores included on the report. The number of students 
appears in the first column of all reports except the School Report of Students. This is followed by the 
“Mean	Score	by	Prompt”	and	the	percent	and	number	unscorable.

  Section C contains the “Percent and Number of Students Earning Each Score Point on the Prompt” and column 
headings that show the score point distribution based on the final prompt score for each student. Two trained 
scorers score each paper using the FCAT Writing holistic rubric. Although only whole number scores 
(1 through 6) are assigned, scores from two scorers are averaged and half points can occur. For example, when 
a paper receives scores of 3 and 4, the final score is 3.5. Very few papers (less than one percent) are identified as 
unscorable on this report. Section C is not on the School Report of Students. 

  Section D contains the labels identifying the list of schools (or districts or grades) included in the report. 

  Section E contains the types of prompts used at the applicable grade level, a combined row for all students, 
and the percentage and number of students in each category for each prompt type. Note that the “Combined” 
row includes all students who responded to either prompt. This section includes the percentage and number 
of students receiving a score of 3.5 or above and 4.0 or above.

District and State Summary 
In	all	reports	except	the	District	Report	of	Schools,	the	district	and	state	summary	data	are	printed	at	the	bottom	
of the last page of the report.

Writing School Report of Students (Not Shown)
The Writing School Report of Students report is not shown in this booklet. This report is an alphabetical list of students 
who participated in the test. It is presented in a two-column format. The students given one prompt are listed in one of 
the columns, and the students given the other prompt are listed in the other column. Each student’s prompt score is 
listed. The School Report of Students does not contain summary data.
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SSS Demographic Reports 
Reading, Mathematics, and Science

The report format shown on this page is used for the FCAT Sunshine State Standards Reading,	Mathematics,	and	
Science school, district, and state reports of demographic results. A sample of the Grade 10 Reading and 
Mathematics School Demographic Report	is	shown	above.	A	similar	format	is	used	for	the	Reading	and	
Mathematics	reports	at	Grades	3–9	and	the	Science	reports	at	Grades	5,	8,	and	11.

    The title of the report is printed here. It identifies the content of the report and the grade level of  
  the data included in the report. The name and number of the district (or of the district and school)  
  are also printed in this area.

  &  Sections B (Reading) and C (Mathematics) contain column headings that describe the scores  
	 	 included	on	the	report.	The	“Number	of	Students”	appears	in	the	first	column.	The	“Mean 
	 	 Developmental	Scale	Score”	is	provided	in	the	second	column.	The	“Mean	Scale	Score”	is	 
	 	 provided	in	the	third	column.	There	is	no	“Mean	Developmental	Scale	Score”	on	the	Science	 
  reports. The “Percent Passing” is in the fourth column and indicates the percentage of students  
	 	 who	earned	a	passing	score	in	that	subject.	This	column	appears	only	on	the	Reading	and	 
	 	 Mathematics	reports	for	Grade	10.	The	percent	of	students	who	scored	in	each	of	the	five 
	 	 achievement	levels	and	the	“Mean	Points	Earned”	in	each	content	subcategory	are	 
  also provided.

    The first row of information shown in Section D is the “Points Possible” in each content area.  
  The number of points possible may vary by grade level. The other categories listed in 
  Section D are the demographic groups for which FCAT data are disaggregated. The  
  disaggregated data included in these reports are based on information gathered from the FTE  
  survey. Data on the demographic reports are disaggregated for racial/ethnic categories, gender,  
	 	 and	other	special	categories,	including	standard	curriculum,	English	Language	Learner	(ELL),	 
  migrant, Section 504, free or reduced lunch, not free or reduced lunch, exceptional student  
  education classifications (ESE), total ESE other than gifted, not ESE plus gifted, and students  
  not matched to the enrollment file. 

   Section E contains school, district, and/or state summary data. 
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Demographic Reports 
Writing

The report format shown on this page is used for school, district, and state reports of the FCAT Writing 
demographic results. The report shown is the Grade 10 District Demographic Report. A similar format is used for 
Grades	4	and	8	where	data	represent	combined	results	from	both	prompts.

  The title of the report found in Section A identifies the content of the report and the grade level of the data 
included in the report. The name and number of the school and/or district are also printed in Section A.

  Section B contains column headings that describe the scores included in the report. The number of students 
appears	in	the	first	column	of	all	reports.	The	remaining	columns	in	Section	B	report	the	“Mean	Prompt	
Score,” the “Percent Unscorable,” and the “Percent and Number of Students Earning Each Score Point on 
the Prompt.” Two trained scorers score each paper using the FCAT Writing holistic rubric. The score 
reported is the average of scores from two scorers and half points can occur. For example, when a paper 
receives scores of 3 and 4, the final score is 3.5. Very few papers (less than one percent) are identified as 
unscorable on this report. These data represent combined results from both prompts. 

  The categories listed in Section C are the demographic groups for which FCAT data are disaggregated. The 
disaggregated data included in these reports are based on information gathered from the FTE survey. Data 
on the demographic reports are disaggregated for racial/ethnic categories, gender, and other special 
categories,	including	standard	curriculum,	English	Language	Learner	(ELL),	migrant,	Section	504,	free	or	
reduced lunch, not free or reduced lunch, exceptional student education classifications (ESE), total ESE 
other than gifted, not ESE plus gifted, and students not matched to the enrollment file.

  Section D contains summary data for the school, district, and/or state.
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FCAT content

Reading Content Assessed
The Sunshine State Standards identify the reading comprehension processes and skills that students are expected 
to	be	able	to	apply,	and	the	FCAT	Reading	test	includes	a	wide	variety	of	written	material	to	assess	students’	
reading	comprehension.	The	FCAT	Reading	test	includes	informational	and	literary	reading	passages.	
Informational passages are written to provide readers with factual information. Examples of the types of 
informational passages used on the FCAT are magazine and newspaper articles, editorials, and biographies. 
Literary	passages	are	written	primarily	for	readers’	enjoyment.	Examples	of	the	types	of	literary	passages	used	on	
the	FCAT	are	short	stories,	poems,	folk	tales,	and	selections	from	novels.	FCAT	Reading	includes	the	following	
reading comprehension skills and processes:

Grades 3–5
Words and Phrases in Context
•	 uses	strategies	to	increase	vocabulary	through	word	structure	clues	(prefixes,	suffixes,	roots),	word	

relationships (antonyms, synonyms), and words with multiple meanings
•	 uses	context	clues	to	determine	word	meanings

Main Idea, Plot, and Purpose
•	 determines	the	stated	or	implied	main	idea	or	essential	message	in	a	text
•	 identifies	relevant	details	and	facts
•	 recognizes	and	arranges	events	in	chronological	order
•	 identifies	author’s	purpose	in	a	text
•	 recognizes	when	a	text	is	intended	to	persuade
•	 understands	plot	development	and	conflict	resolution	in	a	story

Comparisons and Cause/Effect
•	 recognizes	the	use	of	comparison	and	contrast	
•	 recognizes	cause-and-effect	relationships
•	 identifies	similarities	and	differences	among	characters,	settings,	and	events	in	various	texts

Reference and Research
•	 reads,	organizes,	and	interprets	written	information	for	various	purposes,	such	as	making	a	report,	conducting	

an interview, taking a test, or performing a task
•	 uses	maps,	charts,	photos,	or	other	multiple	representations	of	information	for	research	projects

Grades 6–8
Words and Phrases in Context
•	 uses	various	strategies,	including	contextual	and	word	structure	clues,	to	analyze	words	and	text
•	 draws	conclusions	from	a	reading	text
•	 recognizes	organizational	patterns

Main Idea, Plot, and Purpose
•	 determines	the	stated	or	implied	main	idea	or	essential	message	in	a	text
•	 identifies	relevant	details	and	facts
•	 recognizes	how	an	organizational	pattern	supports	the	main	idea
•	 identifies	and	uses	the	author’s	purpose	and	point	of	view	to	construct	meaning	from	text
•	 recognizes	persuasive	text
•	 recognizes	and	understands	how	literary	elements	support	text	(e.g.,	character	and	plot	development,	point	of	

view, tone, setting, conflicts and resolutions)
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Comparisons and Cause/Effect
•	 recognizes	the	use	of	comparison	and	contrast
•	 recognizes	cause-and-effect	relationships

Reference and Research
•	 locates,	organizes,	and	interprets	written	information	for	a	variety	of	purposes
•	 uses	a	variety	of	reference	materials	to	gather	information	for	research	projects	(e.g.,	indexes,	magazines,	

newspapers, journals, card and computer catalogs)
•	 checks	validity	and	accuracy	of	research	information	(e.g.,	strong	versus	weak	arguments,	fact	versus	opinion,	

how authors’ personal values influence conclusions)
•	 synthesizes	and	separates	collected	information	into	useful	components	

Grades 9–10
Words and Phrases in Context
•	 selects	and	uses	strategies	to	understand	words	and	text
•	 makes	and	confirms	inferences	from	a	reading	text
•	 interprets	data	presentations	(e.g.,	maps,	diagrams,	graphs,	statistical	illustrations)

Main Idea, Plot, and Purpose
•	 determines	stated	or	implied	main	idea
•	 identifies	relevant	details
•	 identifies	methods	of	development
•	 determines	author’s	purpose	and	point	of	view
•	 identifies	devices	of	persuasion	and	methods	of	appeal
•	 identifies	and	analyzes	complex	elements	of	plot	(e.g.,	setting,	tone,	major	events,	conflicts	and	resolutions)

Comparisons and Cause/Effect
•	 recognizes	the	use	of	comparison	and	contrast
•	 recognizes	cause-and-effect	relationships

Reference and Research
•	 locates,	gathers,	analyzes,	and	evaluates	information	for	a	variety	of	purposes
•	 selects	and	uses	appropriate	study	and	research	skills	and	tools	according	to	the	type	of	information	being	

gathered or organized
•	 analyzes	the	validity	and	reliability	of	primary	source	information	and	uses	the	information	appropriately	
•	 synthesizes	information	from	multiple	sources	to	draw	conclusions
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Mathematics Content Assessed
The	FCAT	Mathematics	test	assesses	the	achievement	of	the	Sunshine	State	Standards	in	mathematics.	FCAT	
Mathematics	tests	for	Grades	3	and	4	include	only	multiple-choice	items.	FCAT	Mathematics	tests	for	Grades	 
5–10	combine	gridded-response	items	with	multiple-choice	items.	Additionally,	Grades	5,	8,	and	10	mathematics	
tests include several performance tasks, scored on 2-point and 4-point rubrics. Approximately the same number of 
questions	is	used	for	each	of	the	five	strands	in	Grades	3	through	8.	At	Grades	9	and	10,	the	Geometry and Spatial 
Sense strand and the Algebraic Thinking	strand	have	slightly	more	questions	than	the	other	three	strands.

The	FCAT	Mathematics	test	for	all	grade	levels	assesses	what	students	know	and	are	able	to	do	in	the	broad	
content strands listed below. The concept difficulty assessed on the FCAT progresses systematically from grade to 
grade, as does the complexity of the numerals and mathematical operations included at each grade level. 

Number Sense, Concepts, and Operations
•	 identifies	operations	(+, −, ×, ÷) and the effects of operations
•	 determines	estimates
•	 knows	how	numbers	are	represented	and	used

Measurement
•	 recognizes	measurements	and	units	of	measurement
•	 compares,	contrasts,	and	converts	measurements

Geometry and Spatial Sense
•	 describes,	draws,	identifies,	and	analyzes	two-	and	three-dimensional	shapes
•	 visualizes	and	illustrates	changes	in	shapes
•	 uses	coordinate	geometry

Algebraic Thinking
•	 describes,	analyzes,	and	generalizes	patterns,	relations,	and	functions
•	 writes	and	uses	expressions,	equations,	inequalities,	graphs,	and	formulas

Data Analysis and Probability
•	 analyzes,	organizes,	and	interprets	data
•	 identifies	patterns	and	makes	predictions,	inferences,	and	valid	conclusions
•	 uses	probability	and	statistics
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Science Content Assessed
The FCAT Science test assesses the achievement of the Sunshine State Standards in science. The FCAT Science 
test	for	Grade	5	includes	multiple-choice	items,	and	tests	for	Grades	8	and	11	combine	multiple-choice	items	with	
gridded-response items. Additionally, each grade’s test also includes performance tasks, scored on 2-point and  
4-point	rubrics.	At	each	grade	level,	the	FCAT	Science	test	includes	approximately	the	same	number	of	questions	
from each of the four clusters.

Grade 5
Physical and Chemical Sciences
•	 understands	that	matter	can	be	described,	classified,	and	compared
•	 traces	the	flow	of	energy	in	a	system
•	 identifies	the	differences	between	renewable	and	non-renewable	energy	sources
•	 describes,	predicts,	and	measures	the	types	of	motion	and	effects	of	forces
•	 identifies	the	types	of	force	that	act	upon	an	object

Earth and Space Sciences
•	 understands	that	changes	in	climate,	geological	activity,	and	life-forms	can	be	traced	and	compared
•	 recognizes	that	Earth’s	systems	change	over	time
•	 identifies	the	cause	of	the	phases	of	the	Moon	and	seasons
•	 recognizes	the	role	of	Earth	in	the	vast	universe

Life and Environmental Sciences
•	 understands	that	living	things	are	different	but	share	similar	structures
•	 recognizes	that	many	characteristics	of	an	organism	are	inherited
•	 explains	the	relationship	and	interconnectedness	of	all	living	things	to	their	environment
•	 understands	that	plants	use	carbon	dioxide,	minerals,	and	sunlight	to	produce	food	(photosynthesis)

Scientific Thinking
•	 uses	scientific	method	and	processes	to	solve	problems
•	 recognizes	that	most	natural	events	occur	in	consistent	patterns
•	 understands	the	interdependence	of	science,	technology,	and	society

Grade 8
Physical and Chemical Sciences
•	 recognizes	the	differences	between	solids,	liquids,	and	gases
•	 contrasts	physical	and	chemical	changes
•	 identifies	atomic	structures
•	 recognizes	properties	of	waves
•	 describes	how	energy	flows	through	a	system
•	 describes,	measures,	and	predicts	the	types	of	motion	and	effects	of	force

Earth and Space Sciences
•	 recognizes	that	forces	within	and	on	Earth	result	in	geologic	structures,	weather,	erosion,	and	ocean	currents
•	 explains	the	relationship	between	the	Sun,	Moon,	and	Earth
•	 understands	that	activities	of	humans	affect	ecosystems
•	 compares	and	contrasts	characteristics	of	planets,	stars,	and	satellites

Life and Environmental Sciences
•	 identifies	the	structure	and	function	of	cells
•	 compares	and	contrasts	structures	and	functions	of	living	things
•	 understands	the	importance	of	genetic	diversity
•	 recognizes	how	living	things	interact	with	their	environment
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Scientific Thinking
•	 uses	scientific	method	and	processes	to	solve	problems
•	 recognizes	that	most	natural	events	occur	in	consistent	patterns
•	 understands	the	interdependence	of	science,	technology,	and	society

Grade 11
Physical and Chemical Sciences
•	 describes	and	explains	the	structure	of	an	atom	and	its	interactions	with	other	atoms
•	 recognizes	and	explains	chemical	reactions
•	 describes	how	energy	flows	through	a	system
•	 describes,	measures,	and	predicts	the	types	of	motion	and	effects	of	force

Earth and Space Sciences
•	 recognizes	that	forces	within	and	on	Earth	result	in	geologic	structures,	weather,	erosion,	and	ocean	currents
•	 identifies	and	explains	the	interconnectedness	of	Earth’s	systems
•	 understands	that	activities	of	humans	affect	ecosystems
•	 compares	and	contrasts	characteristics	of	planets,	stars,	and	satellites

Life and Environmental Sciences
•	 contrasts	and	compares	the	structure	and	function	of	major	body	systems
•	 recognizes	that	structures,	physiology,	and	behaviors	of	living	things	are	adapted	to	their	environment
•	 identifies	and	explains	the	role	of	DNA
•	 explains	the	relationship	and	interdependence	of	all	living	things	and	their	environment

Scientific Thinking
•	 uses	scientific	method	and	processes	to	solve	problems
•	 recognizes	that	most	natural	events	occur	in	consistent	patterns
•	 understands	the	interdependence	of	science,	technology,	and	society
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Writing Content Assessed
The FCAT Writing tests measure the writing elements of focus, organization, support, and conventions, which 
are integral to the Sunshine State Standards. Students demonstrate their writing skills by producing, within 
45 minutes, a written draft response to an assigned prompt. Grade 4 students respond to a prompt which asks 
them	to	tell	a	story	(narrative	writing)	or	to	explain	(expository	writing).	Students	in	Grades	8	and	10	respond	to	
a prompt which asks them to persuade (persuasive writing) or to explain (expository writing). 

Grade 4
Writing Process

The student prepares for writing by using prewriting strategies to generate ideas and formulate a plan.* The 
student writes a draft appropriate to the topic, audience, and purpose, and revises the draft for clarity and 
effectiveness by 

•	 focusing	on	the	topic	and	achieving	the	intended	purpose	for	writing;
•	 providing	a	logical	organizational	pattern,	including	a	beginning,	middle,	conclusion,	and	transitional	devices;
•	 including	ample	development	of	supporting	ideas;
•	 demonstrating	a	sense	of	completeness	or	wholeness;
•	 demonstrating	a	command	of	language	including	precision	in	word	choice;
•	 indicating	a	general	knowledge	of	the	correct	use	of	subject/verb	agreement	and	verb	and	noun	forms;
•	 including,	with	few	exceptions,	sentences	that	are	complete	except	when	fragments	are	used	purposefully;
•	 using	a	variety	of	sentence	structures;	and
•	 demonstrating	knowledge	of	the	basic	conventions	of	punctuation,	capitalization,	and	spelling.	

The student edits and corrects the draft for standard language conventions.† The student writes a final product for 
the intended audience.‡

Grade 8
Writing Process

The student prepares for writing by using prewriting strategies to generate ideas and formulate a plan.* The 
student writes a draft appropriate to the topic, audience, and purpose, and revises the draft for clarity and 
effectiveness by 

•	 focusing	on	the	topic,	achieving	the	intended	purpose	for	writing,	and	reflecting	insight	into	the	writing	
situation;

•	 conveying	a	sense	of	completeness,	wholeness,	and	adherence	to	the	main	idea;
•	 providing	an	organizational	pattern	with	a	logical	progression	of	ideas;
•	 including	support	that	is	substantial,	specific,	relevant,	concrete,	and/or	illustrative;
•	 demonstrating	a	commitment	to	and	an	involvement	with	the	subject;
•	 presenting	ideas	with	clarity;
•	 employing	creative	writing	strategies	appropriate	to	the	purpose	of	the	paper;
•	 demonstrating	a	command	of	language	(word	choice)	with	freshness	of	expression;
•	 including	sentences	that	are	complete	except	when	fragments	are	used	purposefully;
•	 using	a	variety	of	sentence	structures;	and
•	 containing	few,	if	any,	convention	errors	in	mechanics,	usage,	and	punctuation.	

The student edits and corrects the draft for standard language conventions.† The student writes a final product for 
the intended audience.‡

*For FCAT Writing, the planning sheet provided on the assessment is not scored. 
†	Resources,	such	as	a	dictionary	or	thesaurus,	are	not	permitted;	thus,	editing	and	correcting	are	not	a	part	of	the	holistic	scoring	method	
used to score the FCAT Writing performance tasks. 

‡Producing a final product is not part of the holistic scoring method used to score the FCAT Writing performance tasks.
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Grade 10
Writing Process

The student prepares for writing by using prewriting strategies to generate ideas and formulate a plan.* The 
student writes a draft appropriate to the topic, audience, and purpose, and revises the draft for clarity and 
effectiveness by 

•	 focusing	on	the	topic,	achieving	the	intended	purpose	for	writing,	and	reflecting	insight	into	the	writing	
situation;

•	 providing	an	organizational	pattern	with	a	logical	progression	of	ideas;
•	 including	effective	use	of	transitional	devices	that	contribute	to	a	sense	of	completeness;
•	 including	support	that	is	substantial,	specific,	relevant,	and	concrete;
•	 demonstrating	a	commitment	to	and	an	involvement	with	the	subject;
•	 employing	creative	writing	strategies	appropriate	to	the	purpose	of	the	paper;
•	 demonstrating	a	mature	command	of	language	with	freshness	of	expression;
•	 using	a	variety	of	sentence	structures;	and	
•	 containing	few,	if	any,	convention	errors	in	mechanics,	usage,	punctuation,	and	spelling.

The student edits and corrects the draft for standard language conventions.† The student writes a final product for 
the intended audience.‡

*For FCAT Writing, the planning sheet provided on the assessment is not scored. 
†	Resources,	such	as	a	dictionary	or	thesaurus,	are	not	permitted;	thus,	editing	and	correcting	are	not	a	part	of	the	holistic	scoring	method	
used to score the FCAT Writing performance tasks. 

‡Producing a final product is not part of the holistic scoring method used to score the FCAT Writing performance tasks.
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GloSSary

Achievement Levels—Five	categories	of	achievement	that	represent	the	success	students	demonstrate	with	the	
Sunshine State Standards (SSS)	content	assessed	on	the	FCAT.	The	achievement	levels	for	FCAT	Reading,	
FCAT	Mathematics,	and	FCAT	Science	were	established	using	the	input	of	classroom	teachers,	curriculum	
specialists, education administrators, and other interested citizens. These professionals helped the Department of 
Education identify the score ranges for each achievement level. The achievement levels are helpful in interpreting 
what a student’s scale score represents.

Benchmark—A	specific	statement	that	describes	what	students	should	know	and	be	able	to	do.	The	benchmarks	
are part of the SSS.

Cluster—A	grouping	of	related	benchmarks from the SSS. Clusters are used to summarize and report 
achievement for FCAT SSS	Reading	and	FCAT	Science.

Content Area—The	information	or	skills	contained	in	an	area	of	study.	The	content	areas	(or	subject	areas)	
assessed on the FCAT are reading, writing, mathematics, and science.

Content Subscores—The	number	of	raw score points earned by a student in each sub-content area of FCAT SSS 
Reading,	Mathematics,	and	Science.	Content	subscores	are	reported	for	clusters	in	FCAT	Reading	and	FCAT	
Science, and for strands	in	FCAT	Mathematics. For	example,	in	Mathematics,	subscores	are	reported	for	number	
sense, measurement, geometry, algebra, and data analysis and probability. Content Subscores are also called 
reporting categories, subscores, and subcategories.

Demographic Reports—Summary	reports	that	represent	the	scores	of	various	subgroups	of	the	students	tested.	
The information collected about students at the time they take the FCAT includes: name, student identification 
number, race/ethnicity, gender, and other demographic information. This demographic information and other 
information is verified from existing Florida Department of Education and school district databases before the 
reports are produced.

Developmental Scale Score (DSS)—A	type	of	scale score used to determine a student’s annual progress from 
grade	to	grade.	The	FCAT	Developmental	Scale	for	Reading	and	Mathematics	ranges	from	86	to	3008	across	
Grades 3–10. On the SSS Reading and Mathematics Student and Parent Report, the developmental scale score is 
called the FCAT Score.

DSS Change—A	calculation	made	by	the	subtraction	of	two	years’	developmental scale scores, which yields 
the	amount	of	change	across	the	two	years,	e.g.,	2009	DSS	–	2008	DSS	=	DSS	Change.	This	number	can	be	large	
for	students	who	move	from	a	low	Achievement	Level	1	score	to	a	low	Achievement	Level	2	score.	It	also	can	be	
small	for	a	student	who	maintains	a	high	score	in	Achievement	Level	4.	The	DSS	Change	can	be	understood	best	
when also considering the achievement level scores for the two years.

English Language Learners (ELLs)—Students	classified	as	English	Language	Learners	and	enrolled	in	an	
English	for	Speakers	of	Other	Languages	(ESOL)	Program.	These	students	are	permitted	testing	accommodations	
when	taking	the	FCAT.	All	ELLs	are	required	to	take	the	FCAT.	Students	in	an	approved	ESOL	program	for	less	
than	12	months	may	be	exempt	from	taking	the	FCAT	by	majority	decision	of	the	ELL	Committee;	these	students	
must be administered an approved alternate assessment. 

Exceptional Student Education (ESE)—Special	educational	services	that	are	provided	to	eligible	students,	e.g.,	
visually	impaired,	hearing	impaired.	These	services	are	required	by	federal	law	and	are	provided	to	Florida	
students	according	to	the	State	Board	of	Education	Rule	6A-6.0331,	FAC.	Students	demonstrate	the	conditions	
required	for	the	services,	and	services	are	provided	as	described	in	an	Individual	Education	Plan	(IEP).	The	IEP	
also specifies the testing accommodations a student needs for classroom instruction and assessments.

Expository Writing—Writing	that	gives	information,	explains	why	or	how,	clarifies	a	process,	or	defines	a	
concept. In FCAT Writing,	students	in	Grades	4,	8,	and	10	may	be	assigned	prompts that are intended to result in 
expository writing.

FCAT Score—The	FCAT	Score	for	Science	is	a	scale score which ranges from 100 to 500. The FCAT Scores for 
SSS	Reading	and	SSS	Mathematics	are	reported	using	the	developmental scale score (DSS). The DSS ranges from 
86	to	3008	across	Grades	3–10	and	provides	a	way	for	parents	to	track	their	student’s	annual	academic	progress	
from grade to grade.
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Gridded-Response (GR)—Test	questions	that	require	students	to	solve	a	problem	for	which	the	answer	is	
numerical.	Answers	must	be	written	and	bubbled	into	a	number	grid.	The	gridded-response	question	format	is	
used	in	FCAT	Mathematics	(Grades	5–10)	and	FCAT	Science	(Grades	8	and	11).

Holistic Scoring—A	method	of	scoring	written	work	that	considers	the	overall	quality	of	the	entire	work.	Rather	
than grading the response by enumerating its mechanical, grammatical, or linguistic weaknesses, scorers for 
FCAT Writing consider the integration of the four writing elements: focus, organization, support, and conventions, 
resulting in greater attention to the writer’s message and staying closer to what is essential in realistic 
communication.

Learning Gains—As	part	of	the	school	grading	system,	annual	learning	gains	can	be	shown	three	ways.
(1) Improving an achievement level,	e.g.,	from	Achievement	Level	1	to	Achievement	Level	2.	
(2)	 Maintaining	an	Achievement	Level	3,	4,	or	5.	Maintaining	high	scores	with	harder	content	each	year	

shows an increase in learning. 
(3)	 Showing	adequate	DSS Change	if	students	stay	in	Achievement	Levels	1	or	2.	

Limited English Proficient (LEP)—See English Language Learners (ELL).

Mean—An	average	of	the	individual	scores	that	describes	the	performance	of	a	group	of	students.	The	mean	is	
computed by finding the sum of all scores and dividing by the number of students.

Median—A	score	that	identifies	the	middle	value	of	a	group	of	data.	The	median	is	the	point	at	which	a	group	of	
numbers (scores) is divided in half (50% above and below).

Mode—The	most	frequently	occurring	score	in	a	set	of	scores.	If	a	distribution	of	scores	is	statistically	normal,	
the mean, median, and mode are the same score.

Mode of Writing—The	characteristics	of	written	work	that	reveal	the	purpose	of	the	writing.	FCAT Writing 
assesses three modes of writing: narrative, expository, and persuasive.

Multiple-Choice (MC)—Test	questions	that	present	students	with	several	options	from	which	to	choose	the	
correct	answer.	FCAT	Reading,	FCAT	Mathematics,	and	FCAT	Science	use	items	in	which	four	choices	are	given,	
only one of which is correct. 

Narrative Writing—Writing	that	recounts	a	personal	or	fictional	experience	or	tells	a	story	based	on	a	real	or	
imagined event. In FCAT Writing, only students in Grade 4 may be assigned a prompt that is intended to result in 
narrative writing. 

Performance Tasks—Test	questions	that	require	students	to	write	their	answers	instead	of	choosing	one	from	
several choices or gridding their response. Two types of performance tasks, short- and extended-response, are used 
in	FCAT	Reading,	FCAT	Mathematics,	and	FCAT	Science.	Short-response	(SR)	questions	ask	for	short	answers	
like	describing	a	character	in	a	story,	writing	a	mathematical	equation,	or	explaining	a	scientific	concept.	
Extended-response	(ER)	questions	require	longer	answers,	such	as	comparing	two	passages,	constructing	a	graph,	
or describing the steps in an experiment. In FCAT Writing, a prompt	performance	task	requires	students	to	apply	
their writing skills by writing a draft response to an assigned topic.

Persuasive Writing—Writing	that	attempts	to	convince	the	reader	that	a	point	of	view	is	valid	or	that	the	reader	
should take a specific action. In FCAT Writing,	students	in	Grades	8	and	10	may	be	assigned	prompts that are 
intended to result in persuasive writing. 

Points Possible—The	number	of	“Points	Possible”	shows	the	total	number	of	machine-scorable	test	questions	and	
performance task points on a test. The number of “Points Earned” shows how many of these points the student 
earned. These types of scores are reported only for the content subscores, and the number of points possible in a 
subscore may change slightly each year.

Prompt—The	topic	a	student	is	given	on	which	to	write	in	FCAT Writing. The prompt has two parts: the writing 
situation (presents and clarifies the topic) and the directions for writing (guides the student to think about the topic 
and suggests an approach that may help the student begin writing).

Raw Score—A	score	that	reports	the	number	of	points	a	student	earned	on	each	test	question.	Students	earn	one	
raw score point for each correctly answered multiple-choice item and gridded-response item, and up to four raw 
score points on performance tasks.	Raw	scores	are	reported	by	content subscores. 
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Reporting Category—See	Content Subscores.

Rubric—The	scoring	guidelines	or	criteria	used	to	evaluate	all	FCAT performance tasks. The rubric describes 
what	is	required	for	each	possible	score	point.

Scale Score—The	score	used	to	report	test	results	on	the	entire	test.	FCAT	SSS scale scores range from 100 to 
500 for each grade level and content area. A computer program is used to analyze student responses and to 
compute	the	scale	score.	The	Reading	and	Mathematics	scale	score	is	not	provided	on	the	Student	and	Parent	
Report.	

Section 504—A	special	classification	of	students	as	defined	in	Section	504	of	the	Rehabilitation	Act	of	1973.	
Testing accommodations are permitted for students who meet the 504 criteria. 

State Means—The	average	score	for	each	grade	used	for	comparison	purposes.	Individual	student	scores,	school	
mean scores, or district mean scores can be compared to state averages.

Strands—The	broad	divisions	of	content	in	the	SSS.	For	example,	in	the	Language	Arts	SSS, there are seven 
strands	(Reading,	Writing,	Listening,	Viewing,	Speaking,	Language,	and	Literature).

Subcategories—See	Content Subscores.

Subscores—See	Content Subscores.

Sunshine State Standards (SSS)—Florida’s	curriculum	framework	that	includes	curriculum	content areas, 
strands, standards, and benchmarks. The Sunshine State Standards provide guidelines for the educational 
curriculum in Florida.
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