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NAEP and International 
Assessments in Florida 
 

Legislative Mandate 
Florida State Statute 
1008.22 (2) 
 

“The Commissioner of 
Education shall direct 
Florida school districts 
to participate in the 
administration of NAEP, 
or similar national or 
international 
assessment program...”  
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Race to the Top Initiatives   
 

 

 

International 
Assessments 

• Florida participated in international linking and benchmarking 
studies for TIMSS, PIRLS, and PISA in 2011 and 2012 

• Goal: to make international comparisons of student 
achievement, analyze progress, determine prioritized areas of 
needed improvement, and adjust priorities for development of 
resources and strategies 
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NAEP and International Assessments 
PIRLS TIMSS PISA NAEP 

Assessment Title Progress in International Reading 
Literacy Study 

Trends in International Mathematics 
and Science 

Program for International 
Student Assessment 

National Assessment of 
Educational Progress 

What is assessed? Reading Literacy Mathematics and Science 

Reading, mathematics, and 
scientific literacy, with one 
subject assessed in depth at each 
administration (on a rotating 
basis) and the other two subjects 
as minor domains. 

Mathematics and reading are 
assessed at the state-level every 
other year, in odd-numbered 
years.  Science is assessed every 
four years, in odd-numbered 
years. 

What year did the study begin? 2001 1995 2000 1969 National; 1990 State 

How often is the study conducted? Every 5 years Every 4 years Every 3 years Main NAEP every 2 years, in odd-
numbered years 

When was the study last 
administered? Spring 2011 Spring 2011 Fall 2012 Winter 2013 

When were/will results be available? December 11, 2012 December 11, 2012 Winter 2013/2014 October 2013, grades 4 and 8 
March 2014 , grade 12 

When will the study be conducted 
next? Spring 2016 Spring 2015 Fall 2015 2014 National; 2015 State  

What is the target population? Fourth-graders Fourth- and eighth-graders 15-year-olds Fourth-, eighth-, and twelfth-
graders 

How many U.S. participants were in 
the most recent study? 15,361 Grade 4: 17,051                                                    

Grade 8: 30,254 11,725 Grade 4: 401,800                                        
Grade 8: 322,200 

How many jurisdictions usually 
participate in the assessment? 53 education systems Grade 4: 57 total                                     

Grade 8: 56 total 65 education systems 50 states, DC, DOD 

Are state-level data available? Yes, Florida received state-level data 
for PIRLS 2011. 

Yes, for a few participating states in 
1999, 2007, and 2011.  For TIMSS 
2011*, nine states received state-level 
data (AL, CA, CT, CO, FL, IN, MA, MN, 
and NC). 

Yes, Connecticut, Florida, and 
Massachusetts will receive state-
level data for PISA 2012. 

Yes 

Are district-level data available? No 

Yes, for a few participating districts in 
1995, 1999, and 2011.   Hillsborough 
and Miami-Dade will receive projected 
TIMSS scores in mathematics. 

No 
Yes, for 21 Trial Urban Districts, 
including Hillsborough and 
Miami-Dade. 

Web address? http://timssandpirls.bc.edu/  http://timssandpirls.bc.edu/  http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/  http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreport
card/  

* State-level TIMSS data to be used to validate NAEP grade 8 mathematics and science scores. 
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TIMSS and PIRLS 2011 
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National and International 
Assessment Activities 2013-2014 

Released in June 

October 

NAEP TUDA 2013 
Math and Reading, Grades 4, 8 

November 

September December March 2014 
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PIRLS 2011  
53 Participating Education Systems 
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Florida scored 2nd in the WORLD 
 on grade 4 PIRLS! 

Not significantly 
different from 
U.S. 
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TIMSS 2011  
57 Participating Education Systems 
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Florida scores 9th in the WORLD  
on grade 4 TIMSS Mathematics! 

Not significantly different 
from the U.S. 
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Florida’s grade 8 TIMSS Mathematics average (513)  

not measurably different from 11 other education systems 

Not significantly different  
from the U.S. 
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Florida scored 7th  in the WORLD  
on grade 4 TIMSS Science! 

Not significantly different  
from the U.S. 
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Florida’s grade 8 TIMSS Science average (530)  
not measurably different from  

10 other education systems 

Not significantly different 
from the U.S. 
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Summary of International 
Performance 

  PIRLS Gr 4 
Reading 

TIMSS GR 4 
Mathematics 

TIMSS GR 8 
Mathematics 

TIMSS GR 4 
Science 

TIMSS GR 8 
Science 

 
Number of Participating 
Education Systems 53 57 56 57 56 

 
Where did Florida 
place? 

2nd 9th 16th 7th 17th 

Where did U.S. place? 7th 13th 18th 8th 18th 
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International Data Explorer 
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/international/ide  

• Analyzes TIMSS, PIRLS, 
and PISA data 

• Creates statistical  
tables and graphs 

• Compares the 
performance of the 
U.S. with that of the 
other participating 
jurisdictions 
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NAEP 
• Largest nationally representative assessment of what our nation’s 

students know and can do 
• Results are released as The Nation’s Report Card 
• Has been congressionally authorized and funded since 1969 
• Expanded from a national to a state-level assessment in 1990 
• Expanded to begin including large urban districts in 2002 
• Reports on the status and progress of student achievement in core 

subjects at grades 4, 8, and 12 
• Provides results to help develop ways to improve education in the U.S. 
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NAEP Vocabulary 2009 and 2011 
• Report released December 6, 2012 
• Florida’s grade 4 public school 

students scored significantly higher 
than the nation in 2009 and 2011 

• Only 6 states had grade 4 students 
who scored significantly higher than 
Florida in 2011 – MA, MD, ND, NH, 
PA, VA 

• No states had Hispanic students 
scoring significantly higher than 
Florida in 2011 at grade 4 or 8 

• http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcar
d/pubs/main2011/2013452.asp and 
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/naep/pdf
/09-11vocab.pdf  
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Mega-States Report 
• Report released February 21, 2013 
• Compared scores from the 5 states that, 

together, educate more than 1/3 of the nation’s 
students 

• Grades 4 and 8 in mathematics, reading, and 
science 

• Florida students posted a greater gain on the 
grade 4 reading assessment between 1992 and 
2011 than CA, NY, TX, and the nation 

• In 2011, 22% of Florida’s grade 8 Hispanic 
students scored at or above Proficient on NAEP 

 mathematics ─ significantly higher than CA and NY   
• In 2009, 23% of Florida’s grade 4 Hispanic students scored at or above 

Proficient on NAEP science ─ significantly higher than the nation and the 
other Mega States 

• http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/main2011/2013450.pdf  
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2005 High School Transcript  
Mathematics Curriculum Study 

• Report released March 12, 2013 – only national results  
• High school graduates in 2005 earned more mathematics 

credits, took higher-level mathematics courses, and 
obtained higher grades in mathematics courses than in 1990 

• School course titles often overstated course content and 
challenge 

• Less than 20% of graduates who took an “honors” algebra 1 
course actually received a rigorous curriculum 

• Only 33% of graduates who took an “honors” geometry 
course received a rigorous curriculum 

• At least 10% of high school algebra 1 and geometry class content focused on 
elementary and middle school mathematics topics, regardless of rigor 

• Course level definitions based on curriculum topics covered and level of 
challenge posed to students as stated in summaries of textbook content 

• http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/studies/2013451.pdf  

19 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/studies/2013451.pdf


NAEP Economics 2012 – Grade 12 
• Report released April 24, 2013 - only 

national results  
• Measured understanding of market, 

national, and international economy 
• Hispanic students scored higher in 

2012 than in 2006, and a larger 
percentage performed at or above 
Basic 

• Between 2006 and 2012, there was 
a decrease in the percentage of 
students scoring below Basic and an 
increase in the percentage of 
students scoring at or above Basic  

 • http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pubs/main2012/2013453
.aspx   
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Trends in Academic Progress 
• Report released June 27, 2013 - only 

national results  
• Both 9- and 13-year olds scored 

higher in reading and mathematics in 
2012 than students their respective 
ages in the early 1970s 

• 17-year-olds showed no significant 
change since 1971, the first year the 
NAEP Long-term Trend assessment 
was administered 

• Since the last administration in 2008, 
only 13-year-olds made gains, and 
they did so in both mathematics and 
reading 

 • http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pubs/main2012/2013456.
aspx  
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NAEP-TIMSS 2011 LINKING STUDY 
• Report will be released mid-September 
• Study designed to link national and 

international assessments at grade 8 in 
mathematics and science 

• NAEP results were projected onto the 
TIMSS scoring scales, allowing states to 
receive projected TIMSS scores and a 
comparison between individual states and 
the 50-plus countries that participated in 
TIMSS 

• The 21 TUDAs will receive projected TIMSS 
scores in mathematics 

• Actual TIMSS scores for Florida and the 
other 8 states that participated in state-
level TIMSS will be compared to their 
projected TIMSS scores to ensure the 
validity of the study (AL, CA, CO, CT, FL, IN, 
MA, MN, and NC) 

 

• http://nationsreportcard.gov/ 
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Governor Uses NAEP Results 
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NAEP Data Explorer 
• Analyzes NAEP data 
• Creates statistical tables, 

graphics, and maps 
• Compares the performance 

of jurisdictions and 
evaluates trends over time 

• Shows possible 
relationships between 
variables and student 
performance 

• http://nces.ed.gov/nations
reportcard/naepdata/  
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NAEP 2014 
 January 27 – March 7, 2014, in 19 districts  
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NAEP 2014 

Resources for 
participating schools 
http://www.fldoe.org
/asp/naep/naep.asp  
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TIMSS 2014 Field Test 

• Six schools each at grades 4, 8, and 12 
• Grades 4 and 8 – mathematics and science 
• Grade 12 – advanced mathematics and physics 
• Will take place between mid-March and mid-May 2014 
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NAEP Questions and Common Core 

Sample NAEP Tests, Answers, 
and corresponding Common 
Core State Standards 
(Mathematics and Reading) 
and Next Generation Sunshine 
State Standards (Science) can 
be found at 
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/na
ep/naep-pt.asp  
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NAEP Questions Tool 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls  

 

 

• Contains over 1,000 released 
items from many content areas 

• Sorts items by domains, 
objectives, cognitive ability, and 
difficulty level 

• Includes multiple-choice and both
short- and extended-response 
items 

• Reports student performance on a
specific question by states and 
subgroups 
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Michele Sonnenfeld, 
NAEP State Coordinator 

Florida Department of Education 
325 W. Gaines Street, Room 414 

(850) 245-0787 
FAX (850) 245-0771 

Michele.Sonnenfeld@fldoe.org  
http://www.fldoe.org.asp.naep    
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