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2014 I Grade 8 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Set

INTRODUCTION

Beginning with the 2012-13 school year, the name of Florida’s statewide writing assessment changed to FCAT
2.0 Writing because of two primary changes to the assessment: (1) the increased scoring expectations that were
implemented in 2012 and (2) an increase of 15 minutes for responding to the writing prompt implemented in
2013.

The FCAT 2.0 Writing assessment was administered in February 2014 to students in grades 4, 8, and 10, and the
student responses were scored following the administration. Prior to the scoring session, Florida educators who
serve on the Writing Rangefinder Committees read student responses and selected papers to represent the
range of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. These papers were
used to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the 2014 FCAT 2.0 Writing responses. Each anchor set
(scoring guide) included a student response and an annotation to explain why it was assigned a particular score.
This provides the basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring criteria. A skilled scoring director
and scoring supervisors were responsible for training, assisting, and monitoring readers throughout the training
and holistic scoring process. All scoring was monitored by Florida Department of Education staff.

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, organization,
support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are not scored separately or
analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and links to the FCAT 2.0 Writing rubrics are
available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp.

Structure of Anchor Sets

The released 2014 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Sets for grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of responses used as
training materials for the 2014 writing assessment. Personal information has been removed or fictionalized to
protect the identity of the student. For spring 2014, only one type of prompt per grade was administered for
FCAT 2.0 Writing; thus, for each tested grade, one Anchor Set was used.

Description of Prompt for Grade 8: Writing to Explain (Expository)

When people think about Florida, they often think about beaches, sports, or certain animals.
If you had to choose one thing that best represents Florida, what would it be?

Now write to explain the thing that best represents Florida to you.
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Score Point 1

e The writing minimally addresses the topic of why oranges best represent Florida, but the brevity of the
response makes it difficult to identify a focus. A loosely related idea provides little insight (Oranges grow
alot in Florida because of the rain).

e List-like details reveal a lack of organization. The writing lacks transitions, and no conclusion has been
attempted.

e Support consists of a series of repetitive statements explaining why oranges grow in Florida (The warm
climate allows the oranges to grow. The oranges best represent florida because they grow commonly in
florida from the warm climate).

e Alack of sentence variety produces a monotonous rhythm. Conventions errors occur in basic
capitalization (florida) and spelling (alot).
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Anchor Paper 2
Score Point 1

e The writing minimally addresses the topic (/ choose one thing about in florida, It’s Sport’s). Scattershot
details reveal a lack of focus.
e The paper is an incoherent listing of related ideas, and little evidence of an organizational pattern is

apparent.

e Attempts to extend support fail to clarify the topic, as limited word choice obscures meaning (They
watch it on t.v even baseball to cause they see that all the other’s have talent in things that best for
florida).

e Gross errors in sentence structure impede communication (And, when people have a game that’s

coming up like wade, and lebron micheal Jordan that’s on the heat team they is the famous people that’s
play’s basketball). Frequent and blatant errors occur in the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and

spelling.
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The writing addresses the topic of why the Florida Gators represent Florida. A loosely related anecdote
blurs the focus (One time Last year | went to FLorida Gator Game with my MoM. That day | was very
sick).

The response contains a few basic transitions that do little to promote a progression of ideas (Some
PeopLe even Like the Mascots. ALso some peoplLe even Like the cheerlLeaders. That’s why | Love the
FLorida Gators).

Little development of support is apparent, and vague details limit uncerstanding of the topic (Most
People In FLorida Love the Gators. Most PeoplLe In FLorida Love the Gators because that may be their
favorite team or maybe they just Like the Gators).

Some errors occur in the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Score Point 2

e The response is related to the topic of why oranges best represent Florida. General statements weaken
the focus (In florida oranges have a very big part in life hear. Oranges are one of the bigest qualities
Florida has).

e Basic transitions suggest a limited attempt at organization. The writing establishes few connections
between sentences, however (There is even a place called orange county. If you look at the back plate of
a car from Florida it has an orange on it). The concluding sentence summarizes the three main ideas in
the response (thay are in large quantity thayre a big part of life and can only be found in Florida).

e Attempts to extend support provide little clarity (In no other state can you eat an orange straight from
the tree. That is one of the reasons i think oranges represent Florida best. Another reson is because
Florida makes money selling oranges). Word choice is limited and vague.

e Errors in basic conventions occur, including misspellings of commonly used words (bigest, reson, actualy,
thay).

51




Grade 8 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Set I 2014

Anchor Paper 5 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 2

My escay 18 Qoo Nerdgy cang ciha
cbjsj'r e ddi‘a&s " ¥y e
lordag 1S Q bec ca

%;VL Fordcis Nes Decorse, \Ns

\Ways Mice Q Y e Senann

cod’)‘is cooter 1S C\\wmﬁ r*\gr&.onéa
Deavttol Yoo com alse Play N ¥e sord,
o e plz} groud.-The play graund \s
A\ways £i:n for 1iHe Kds.

Vot There are a Couple of Hungs Ldantt
hke ot i 18 when Yoo ao 1 He
oo~ <o hmes ras vendn youe\ne
avso \care o yvark Briotherteng I '
lite aboct He Slooidg Reackhes 1s some
R HNe People Ynere Tk are rode Mgy
Sreal your dnangs o vwwodl Yoor Prvice-

Yoo sShwld really come 1o Ine Slordd's
©eodhes, Becoore, yoo cuoovld dust \ove g\\
ofF ANz arnazZ\ng Ma W% Yoo o deere
Cor yoo. TN ag dosr very N
Cea ol Yoo ceoo\h cocken ¥ne o sex

LINNg Foke o Dike Mde - Qor yoo
SNaould cxperiner W Lo your se ..

\N caoNoson F\omdas ‘Daecyes \s
socn o QecktSol dace Y vade @
vacion wi W yoour Sarmiy.




2014 I Grade 8 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 5 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 2

Anchor Paper 5
Score Point 2

e The writing is related to the topic of how beaches best represent Florida. Extraneous material diverts
the focus (when you go in the water some times crabs pench you. They also leave a mark).

e In spite of paragraphing, the response contains little evidence of an organizational pattern. A hasty,
inadequate conclusion points to a sense of incompleteness (/In conclusion floridas beaches is such a
beatiful place to take a vaction with your family).

e Vague and repetitive statements fail to clarify the topic (Because, you would Just love all of the amazing

things it has to ofere for you. It is Just very amazing and Beautiful). Limited word choice hinders
understanding.

e Errors in basic conventions occur, including incorrect punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 6
Score Point 2

e The response is focused on how sports best represent Florida.

e Rudimentary transitions begin each topic sentence (One Sport, Another sport, The last sport), and the
overreliance on the formulaic organizational pattern results in a stilted quality in the writing.

e Support is inadequate, consisting of list-like details (One team we have is the Miami Marlins. Another
Great team is the Tampa Bay Rays). Repetitive phrasing creates a false impression of substance (One
sport, One good team, Another sport, One team).

e Overuse of simple sentence structure produces a predictable reading experience (We have some good
football teams. We also have some Great Basketball teams. Last we have some very good Baseball
teams). A few errors occur in the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Score Point 3

e The writing establishes a focus through a descriptive opening (Salty air surrounds you. Fresh breezes Run
through your skin, and the suns warmth beats down on you).

e Body paragraphs contain related ideas, but an absence of transitions obscures the connection between
them. A simple conclusion summarizes the ideas in the response (Beaches are warm, like Florida.
Beaches are peaceful, like Florida, And beaches are beautiful like Florida).

e An attempt to extend support strengthens the expository purpose. List-like details, however, only
slightly advance the topic (waves swoushing a splashing making such a peaceful sound. Palm tree’s
swaying back and forth sounding like beautiful rain sticks. Soft sand stuck between your toes). Word
choice is adequate but occasionally vague.

e There is little variation in sentence structure. Knowledge of the conventions of mechanics and usage is
usually demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled correctly.

11
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Anchor Paper 8
Score Point 3

e The writing is generally focused on the topic (The first thing | think of when | think or see the word
Florida? Sports, duh).

e An organizational pattern is attempted through the use of an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a
conclusion. Formulaic transitions introduce each paragraph (First, Secondly, Last, In conclusion).

e Some support is included, but details are often general (we have a variety of well known players. Teams
for swimming, basketball, volleyball and many more. Even though The Florida Gators are a college team,
if you’re good enough you could get easily drafted by the professional league).

e The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.

13 |
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Anchor Paper 9
Score Point 3

e Written from the perspective of a newcomer to the state, the response generally focuses on how
beaches represent Florida (I moved here to Florida from [Anchorage, Alaska] about three years ago; Now
that | live here in Florida; In the future | will recomend Florida beaches for my friends and family to see).

e The organizational pattern includes a brief introduction, three body paragraphs, and a concise
conclusion. Internal transitions promote cohesion among sentences (From Neptune, to Ponte Vedra; If
you want to see the Atlantic Ocean; but to see the Gulf). The progression of ideas between paragraphs is
less effective.

e Some support is included, but missed opportunities for further development prevent the reader from
gaining more than a cursory understanding of the topic (We went to the beach almost every weekend.
We could not get enough! Beaches are a great place for surfing. Many surfers come to Florida for the
Beaches).

e The writing contains some attempts to vary sentence structures (Whenever my Grandma travels down
to see us, we take her to the beach to find shells. The Shells are her suveneers from Florida). Knowledge
of the conventions of mechanics and usage is usually demonstrated, and commonly used words are
usually spelled correctly.
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Point 4

e The writing is generally focused on the topic. Each body paragraph covers a different aspect of Florida
beaches (wildlife, activities to do at the beach, boat rides).

e Topic sentences serve as transitions connecting ideas (And if you aren’t a diver than you could still have

fun with your family or by yourself, Don’t want to get wet no problem almost all beaches have a
boatride).

e Adequate depth and specificity of support, including word choice, enhance the reader’s understanding
of the topic (These boatrides are both educational and fun, in the center of the boat there is a glass floor;
this glass floor allows you to explore the world that is submerged without getting wet. You will see many
great things frome colorful fish to beautiful coral reefs).

e Sentence structure is somewhat varied, and the paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics,
usage, and spelling.

17 |
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Anchor Paper 11
Score Point 4

The writing is generally focused on warm weather (For me the best part about it is the warm weather!).
Subtopics are broadly related to the overall focus (You could go to the beach/pool, theme parks, or (best
of all) have some icecream).

A basic introduction lays out a conventional organizational pattern that is followed up in the body
paragraphs. A succinct conclusion contributes to some sense of completeness (Whether your at a beach,
themepark, or icecream parlor Florida has the best weather for anyone to go outside, to be active! How
could you ignore the luxurious weather of Florida?). The second body paragraph features a thorough
description of theme parks (Florida is known for its theme parks! There’s universal, island of adventures,
Disney, animal kingdom, etc. Each one has its own unique style. Theme parks are perfect for warm days
in Florida! Personally, | think island of adventures is the best. The best ride is the Hulk. It sounds scary
and looks scary but it’s not. The Hulk is a green rollercoaster with loops and turns). Support in the
following paragraph lacks similar depth. The writing contains some precise vocabulary (foamy waves,
polka dot towel, voiceover). Overall, however, word choice is adequate (nice trip, really fun, the best).

The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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o

Anchor Paper 12
Score Point 4

The writing is generally focused on the topic (The thing that | think best repersent’s Florida is the
beaches we have here).

The apparent organizational pattern includes an introduction and three body paragraphs followed by an
awkward conclusion that essentially describes the writing process (/’ve told you the thing | think that
best repersents Florida. The thing | chose was the beach. | gave three specific reasons).

Support, including word choice, is adequate, but development is uneven. The first body paragraph
contains little more than a list of activities. The third body paragraph, however, explores its subject in
greater depth (In the summertime in Florida it can get really hot. When there is that specific extremely
hot day people go straight to the beach or pool. Over the summer it’s the best time for people to get tans
and have fun in the water. Doing diffrent activities while in or on the water, For example riding on a boat
fishing, surfing, and getting on Jet Ski’s).

There is some variation in sentence structure. Although some errors occur, the paper generally follows
the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Score Point 5

e The writing focuses on two aspects of Florida’s beaches, dedicating a paragraph to each (perfect
weather and variety of beaches).

e The response follows a clear organizational plan with a succinct introduction, thorough body
paragraphs, and a conclusion. Each paragraph begins with a rudimentary transition but is strengthened
by a clear topic sentence (To begin with, Florida has the perfect weather for a beach trip; In addition,
Florida has a variety of beaches to visit).

e Support is ample and consistent. Relevant anecdotes illustrate the main points (With Florida’s hot sunny
climate, during the summer it makes beach trips in Florida perfect. | remember one time last summer my
family and | took a trip to Cocoa beach. The weather was just right to get in the water. The sun was
blazing down on the beach which made it just perfect to get in the cool refreshing ocean water without it
being to cold).

e The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Score Point 5

e The writing establishes a focus through a descriptive opening (Caw! Caw! You glance towards the sea
blue sky to notice that a beautiful, graceful eagle is soaring across scattered treetops with a six-inch red
snapper in its gigantic claws).

e The organizational pattern consists of an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
Transitions reinforce connections between ideas (Another thing, If you look close enough, Also, In
Florida).

e Overall, support is ample. Precise and purposeful word choices illuminate the topic (predators, fire coral,
hibernate, cold fronts).

e Varied sentence structures lend fluency to the writing (Another thing to add is the sea creatures that
speed through the ocean. If you look close enough, sometimes you can see multiple fish in a school or
racing away from their predators), and the paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage,
and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 15
Score Point 5

The writing establishes a clear focus in the introduction (Florida is the jewel of the East coast with so
many qualities about it that make it shine and sparkle brighter than all the others). Each paragraph ends
with a sentence that reinforces the overall theme (You can always fit in, The mouth watering food is just
one of many other things that make its atmosphere the best thing to describe Florida, Bordem is never
an option in the Sunshine State).

The organizational plan provides for a progression of ideas. The conclusion leaves the reader with a
sense of completeness (Florida is a place that you can never forget because it stays with you. Its memory
lives in your heart for the rest of your life because the atmosphere it has, left you speechless).

Support is ample and consistent, and playful turns of phrase demonstrate a mature command of
language (jewel of the East coast, as if they were made by gods, They [your tastebuds] could be
medatating in China or dancing the tango in Argentina).

Sentence structure is varied, including purposeful use of fragments (Florida is a place for fun and
excitment. For self-discovery and adventure). The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics,
usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 16
Score Point 6

The response maintains a clear focus throughout, and the writing builds to a unifying point in the
conclusion (You don’t have to go everywhere to see Florida. Just come to the beach, for everything about
our state can be represented there).

The organizational pattern provides for a progression of ideas through an introduction, three body
paragraphs, and a conclusion. Effective transitions guide the reader through the response (This,
However, Some, others, others still).

Support is substantial. Specific details deepen the reader’s understanding of the topic (There are
beaches all over Florida, and each one is different. Some have soft white sand, others have coarse
yellow-gray sand full of every type of shell imaginable, and others still have an entire shoreline of rocks.
In some places, the waves are calm and the water is shallow and light. In others, there are huge curling
waves and deep drop-offs).

Sentence variety facilitates an effortless reading experience (Although not all of our state is beaches, a
lot of it is, and they represent it well. Photographers from around the world come to Florida to capture
the beautiful blues and striking greens of the Atlantic, the tall thin palm trees with curved trunks and
electric green leaves, the birds flying low near the ocean or running in the surf, dolphins leaping in the
air, silhouetted behind a striking orange sunset, or even something as simple as footprints in the sand).
Few errors occur in the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 17
Score Point 6

Sarcastic humor enlivens the writing and strengthens the focus (Living in Florida is unique in many ways:
the lack of climate change, the lack of changes in elevation, the lack of anything interesting to do, etc;
but my family is only ever a cramped three-hour drive away from equally long lines to get on two-minute
rides).

The organizational pattern includes an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Varied
and appropriate transitions clarify relationships between ideas (In addition; At home; But in Epcot’s; Still;
Also, once I’m feeling peckish).

The paper demonstrates a commitment to and an involvement with the subject, adopting an
appropriate creative writing strategy to inform the reader. Relevant and well-chosen details reveal a
mature command of language (large-scale Ponzy Scheme, matching yellow T-shirts, 13 pound turkey leg,
fanny packs).

Sentence variety contributes to compositional facility. The paper generally follows the conventions of
mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 18
Score Point 6

The writing is focused and purposeful. A skillful synthesis of the response’s themes reflects insight into
the writing situation (/ love Florida, if | wanted it to really be represented by something, | would wanted
it to be a place where people can think of it as fondly as | always have. A place where so many amazing
memories, so many great places to visit, and where the breath-taking grace of it can really be admired.
The sparkling shores of my life, and home).

The paper conveys a sense of completeness and wholeness. Clear connections between sentences
establish a logical progression of ideas (Many of Florida’s businesses rely on the beaches our state is so
famous for. We have boutiques, and resturants “by the sea,” alot of bussiness play at that angle.
Fortunatly for us, tourists respond very enthusiastically to our beach activites and places. A tourist
attraction as big as the beach greatly helpsour economy).

Support is fully developed, with substantial information and a thorough discussion of each example.
Mature word choice and expressive phrasing enhance the presentation of ideas (shore lines crafted over
millions of years that still entrance us today; the sun sinking lower, and lower into the horizon; the bright
inviting rays of the sun).

Varied sentence structures infuse the writing with energy and rhythm (/t’s a place where you forget all
your res ponsibilites, and everything that ties you down to the future or the past, and live in the now.
Now — the shimmering water splashed all directions to the sound of laughing children. Now — The soft,
grainy sand slipping beneath your feet). In spite of a few errors, the paper generally follows the
conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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