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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Consent Item
May 16, 2018

SUBJECT: Amendment to Rule 6M-8.601, Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider
Kindergarten Readiness Rate

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

For Approval

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION

Section 1001.213(2), F.S.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Office of Early Learning (OEL) administers federal and state child care funds and
partners with 30 local early learning coalitions to deliver comprehensive early learning
services statewide. The office oversees three programs—the School Readiness Program, the
Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program, and Child Care Resource and Referral
services. OEL is required to submit its proposed rules to the State Board of Education for
approval.

The proposed amendments addresses the methodology for calculation of a VPK provider’s
readiness rate. The VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate is based on the new
kindergarten screening tool adopted by the Department of Education (Star Early Literacy
assessment). The rule additionally provides clarification of the verification and dispute
processes associated with the readiness rate.

Supporting Documentation Included: Proposed Rule 6M-8.601, F.A.C.

Facilitator/Presenter: Rodney J. MacKinnon, Executive Director, Office of Early Learning
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6M-8.601 Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate.

(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to implement the requirements of Section 1002.69, F.S.

(2) Accuracy of Data.

(a) Prior to the calculation of the final VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate, as described in subsection
(3) of this rule, private and public school VPK providers shall have the opportunity to review a preliminary
readinessrate-which-inelades—a cumulative list of all of the children served in their program and the total number of
hours they attended.

(b) = Verification. The private or public provider may verify dispates—the accuracy or submit suggested

corrections to ef the cumulative list of VPK participants or the total number of hours the VPK participants attended
when such change would result in their inclusion or exclusion in the calculation of the VPK Provider Kindergarten
Readiness Rate, as measured by the threshold of seventy (70%) percent, as described in subparagraph (3)(a)l., of
this rule;. Tthe provider may submit corrective information to the Office of Early Learning (OEL) Department-of
Edueation—within the review period described below after publication of the cumulative list on the VPK Provider
Kindergarten Readiness Rate Department’s website (vpk.fldoe.org). The-Department-in-colaberation-with-Florida’s

OEL Office—of EarlyLearning and the respective eEarly Elearning CEcoalition, shall review the corrective

information and accept or reject the requested corrective information within the review period-deseribed-below.

(c) Dispute. If a private or public school provider disputes the accuracy of the data preliminaryVRKProvider
KindergartenReadiness Rate as published on the Department’s-website or if a private provider disputes ownership
as defined in section (4) at-the—time—of the 200910 VPK pregram, the provider may file a dispute on the

Department’s—website and submit documentation to the Office of Early Learning Department for its review and

consideration afterpublication-of the preliminaryrate. OEL will review all disputes filed by providers and provide a

response to each dispute.

(d) Timelines. The provider review period for verification and dispute shall be twenty-one (21) calendar days

from the time of publication of the cumulative list of children served. The early learning coalition shall review and

accept or reject any changes for hours attended to the verification data within a period of ten (10) calendar days after
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the close of the provider review period. OEL shall process all approved changes made in verification and resolve all

disputes prior to publication of the final VPK Kindergarten Readiness Rate.

(3) Criteria for Inclusion in and Calculations of the VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate.

(a) After the conclusion of the review of the data described in subsection (2) of this rule, the OEL Department
shall calculate the VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate for each private or public school VPK provider of
either the school year (five hundred forty (540) hour) or summer (three hundred (300) hour) program that served at

least four (4) children who:

1. Attended the VPK program for seventy (70%) percent or more of the total number of instructional hours; and,

2. Are matched to a valid score on the Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener beth—ef-thekindergarten

sereening meastres.
(b) Calculation of the VPK readiness rate:

1. Kindergarten student scores on the Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener Flerida—Assessments—for

Instruction—inReading (EAIR)-assessment administered during the first thirty (30) days of the school year must
demonstrate a score of at least 500 on the Star Early Literacy assessment prebability-ofreading suecess—of-67-or

high to be considered “ready for kindergarten.” Kin

eonsidered—“ready-for kindergarten> In order for a provider to be considered to have successfully administered the

VPK program, the provider must have sixty (60%) seventy (70%) percent of children ready using the calculation in

this section. A provider failing to meet this standard will be placed on probation in accordance with subsection (5)

below.

2. The “Percent of Children Ready for Kindergarten” shall be calculated as the number of “Children Ready for

Kindergarten” on beth the screening measures divided by the total number of “Children Screened” meeting the
requirements set-by-the-State Board-of Edueation in subparagraphs (3)(a)l. and (3)(a)2., of this rule.

(c) If a private or public school provider does not meet the criteria described in (3)(a) abeve, information as to
why the provider was not included in the VPK Provider Readiness Rate calculation shall be displayed on the VPK
Provider Profile required by Section 1002.53(5), F.S.

(d) The Office of Early Learning Department shall publish each VPK program provider’s readiness rate.
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(4) VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates. VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates shall be binding
on new private VPK owners if the change of ownership occurred at a point in time in which seventy (70%) percent
or more of the VPK school-year or summer program remained. For the purpose of this rule, a change of ownership
does not include the sale or transfer to family members, or persons with a pre-existing ownership interest in the

business or an “individual associated with a provider.” For the purpose of this subsection, “individual associated

with a provider” means an individual or family member of an individual who, regardless of compensation, holds a

management position, oversees the operations of a provider, or is an officer, shareholder, beneficial owner or

member of the board of directors of a provider.

(5) Providers Placed on Probation.

(a) For the 2016-17 and 2017-18 VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates:

1. No provider will receive a new probationary status.

2. An existing provider on probation whose rate meets the criteria in (3)(b) is removed from probation.

3. An existing provider on probation whose rate did not meet the criteria in (3)(b) will remain on probation in

their existing status.

(b) Beginning with the 2018-19 VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates, If the readiness rate of a private

or public VPK provider falls below the minimum rate adopted by the State Board, the provider shall be placed on

probation, notified of each designation by the_Office of Early Learning Department, and acknowledge such

designation on the Department’s—website within twenty-one (21) calendar days of the publication of the final

Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates -Sta

Rulemaking Authority 1002.69(5), (6), 1002.79 FS. Law Implemented 1002.69(5), (6) FS. History—New 6-3-07,

Amended 1-16-08, 1-5-09, 12-15-09, 10-25-10, 5-10-12, Formerly 64-1.099821,
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