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Presenters 
• Morgan A. Szymanski, Florida Department of State
 

• Stacy Thompson, Leon County Schools 
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Purpose 
• Provide viewers with more information about the 

benefits and logistics associated with participating 
in Florida History Day. 
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What is Florida History Day (FHD)? 
• Annual, statewide program promoting the teaching and learning of 

history 

• Divided into two divisions and five categories 
• Junior (middle school) or Senior (high school) 
• Documentary, Exhibit, Paper, Performance, Website 
• Individual or group (5 or less) 

• Judging 

• First- and second-place county winners in each category advance to
the state contest 
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Benefits of the Program
 

• Research skills 

• Understanding how the past impacts the present
 

• Analyzing information 

• Freedom of expression 

• Professionalism 
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National History Day Works 

• NHD students outperforms their non-NHD peers on state 
standardized tests 

• NHD students are better writers 

• NHD students are critical thinkers 

• NHD students have 21st-century skills 
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Benefits for Teachers 

• FHD enlivens the teaching and 
learning of history through the 
use of primary and secondary 
sources 

• Helps educators to satisfy 
Florida’s Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards and 
Language Arts Florida 
Standards 
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Resources Available to You
 

Theme Information 
floridahistoryday.com/contestTheme/theme.cfm 
• Conflict and Compromise in History
• Ways to interpret the theme
• List of related topics

National History Day Information 
floridahistoryday.com/nhd/links.cfm 
• Frequently Asked Questions
• Useful links (NHD Contest Rulebook, Theme Book, Teacher Resources, etc.)

www.FLDOE.org 
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Resources Available to You (Continued)
 

Packets for Coordinators 
• Important Dates 

(floridahistoryday.com/stateContest/timeline.cfm) 
• NHD Timeline 
• Using/Finding Primary Sources 

(floridahistoryday.com/tips/primary.cfm) 
• Research Tips 

(floridahistoryday.com/docs/2017.8Steps.pdf) 
• Tips for Success (floridahistoryday.com/tips/tips.cfm) 
• Language Arts Florida Standards 

(floridahistoryday.com/docs/2017.lang-arts-standards.pdf)
 
www.FLDOE.org 
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2017 Leon County
 
History Fair Awards 


Ceremony
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Leon County 
History Fair 

Middle School Entry Limits 2016 
Category Individual I Group 

Historical Paper 2* I N/ A 

Museu m 12 exhibits with no more than eight in either 
Individual or G roup. (e.g. if you sendS lndividual you may 

Exhibit send no more than 4 Group, or if you send SGroup, you may only 
send 4 Individual. You may choose to limit your school to 6 and 6.) 

Documentary 4 documentaries with no more than three Ul either lndw1dual 

1 orGroup. 

Performance 4 perforn1ances with no more than three in either Individual or 
Group. 

School Total 20 en tries or 10% (of your school fair uumbm) SubawSIOll3 O\"et 
(...:clucling webt) the 20 entries must be appro\·ed ahead of time. 
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LESSONS LEARNED/ ADVISE BASED ON 
ORGANIZING HD AT THE STATE AND DISTRICT 
LEVEL 

HARD TO FIND A VENUE, WE ARE A RELATIVELY LARGE DISTRICT WITH A MEDIUM SIZED CITY. HARD 
TO FIND CHEAP, OR FREE VENUE AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME 

BE ORGANIZED 

DON'T PROCRASTINATE 

SET A PRECEDENCE TO HAVE YOUR HISTORY TEACHERS HELP YOU 

ASK FOR HELP (SURROUNDING COORDINATORS, HISTORY TEACHERS, ADMIN, COUNTY OFFICE) 

MAKE CONTACTS FOR PEOPLE TO JUDGE, IT REQUIRES TO HAVE ABOUT 75 VOLUNTEERS ON A 

WEEKDAY TO RUN A FAIR OF OUR SIZE 
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Contact Information 

Michael DiPierro, Social Studies Education Specialist 
Michael.DiPierro@fldoe.org 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-
studies.stml 

Morgan A. Szymanski, Florida Department of State 

Morgan.Szymanski@dos.myflorida.com 
http://www.floridahistoryday.com/ 

Stacy Thompson, Leon County Schools 
thompsons3@leonschools.net 
http://www.leonschools.net/Page/20788 
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